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An Historian’s Approach to Religion 


ARNOLD TOYNBEE 


As a complement to A Study of History, Dr. Toynbee considers the attitude of the 
twentieth-century Western World towards Christianity. 21s. net 


Rebuilding St. Paul’s after the 
Great Fire of London 


JANE LANG 


A narrative account of the making of Wren’s masterpiece. [Illustrated mainly 
with drawings and prints of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Illustrated. 
42s. net (4 OCTOBER) 


Trade Unions 
ERIC L. WIGHAM 


As Labour Correspondent of The Times, Mr Wigham has acquired an intimate 
knowledge of the Unions, and he has written a careful and thoroughly informa- 
tive book which provides an authoritative introduction to the subject. (Home Uni- 
versity Library). 7s. 6d. net (20 SEPTEMBER) 


Memoirs from the House of the Dead 
F. M. DOSTOEVSKY 
Translated by JESSIE COULSON 


In this new English translation direct from the Russian original, Mrs. Coulson 
once again shows her complete mastery of both languages and her comprehension 
of the Russian mind. 12s. 6d. net 27 SEPTEMBER) 
Also translated: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 16s. net 


Thomas Mann 


The Mediation of Art 

R. HINTON THOMAS 

This analysis of Mann’s achievement is meant both for the specialist student of 
German literature and that wider public which honoured the novelist’s memory 
when he died last year. 25s. net (20 SEPTEMBER) 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Rose John Graham, 

a Convict 
Macaulay Robert Gibbings 











The Towers of Trebizond ‘Perfect picture of the Australia of the 
4 . P Botany Bay days.’ Illustrated with 
more felicitously. Every page gives New Edition of this honoured piece in 
its own particular pleasure.’ the Gibbings oswores, after being out 


] of print for some years. (SEPT. 6) 15s. 
—DANIEL* GEORGE. 


Book Society Choice. 13s.6d. A History of 


a The Path to the Poland 
Nest of Spiders O. Halecki 


The eight hundred years of Poland’s 


. independent history are described, and 
Italo Calvino new. chapters include. accounts. of 
, : ‘oland’s rebi er Wor ar 
(Translated by Archibald Colquhoun) ther Gilentavannnenns aif taiannianien 
A brilliant novel of the German ber  outatandin contribution to, the 
; , ; : Cause in or. ar an er 
occupation of Italy which won for its tial Geet ten years of Russien- 
author the Premio Riccione. 12s.6d. imposed Communist domination. 21s. 
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Milton’s Poems 
Leaf 


Edited and Introduced by 


Gerd Gaiser Professor B. A. Wright 

(Translated by Paul Findlay) cds Gad ede eee ee 

The story of the German fighter poet’s own characteristic and signifi- 

pilots who fought on disillusioned, a no spelling snd _— 

yn . . . . . ° 
" knowing they were being sacrificed 

- in a hopeless, and, they began to Coleridge’s 

’ suspect, unholy cause. 13s.6d. 
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: . The text of Coleridge’s masterpiece 
Monica Jackson & Elizabeth Stark (containing the eaten tal tie im 
sas tant critical views, and intimate 
The first expedition, composed glimpses of his friend Wordsworth) is 
of entirely of women, to venture into here completely revised and re- 
ry the Himalayas. The account of annotated and presented for the first 
- ead . time as the author intended it. 7s. 

R) this expedition, which made head- 
line news, is both businesslike and * Full List of Everyman's Library post free 
charming. Illustrated. 18s. from Dent’s, Bedford Street, London, W.C.2 
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Origins of Language 
G. REVESZ 


Professor Révész’s book is a learned treatise on the origins of 
speech, first published in Berne in 1946. He has constructed 
a theory which should provide food for thought to philo- 
logists, child and animal psychologists and students of pre- 
history alike. His book, elegant in logical structure, and 
presented in a congenial form, is certain to rank for a long 
time to come as one of the standard treatises on the problem. 


30s net 


GIULIANA ARTOM-TREVES 
* 
* * 


* The x 
Golden Ring 


* *x 
The Anglo-Florentines 
* 1847-1862 * 
* *x 
x 


Translated by Sylvia Sprigge 


There can hardly have been a more interesting collection of 
British and American citizens than that which was to be found 
in Florence about a hundred years ago. This is the fascinating 
account of the exile of Walter Savage Landor, W. W. Story, 
Robert and Elizabeth Browning, the Trollopes and many 
lesser known strange and eccentric figures. 21s net 


Louis XV 


The Monarchy in Decline 


G. P. GOOCH 


Dr. Gooch has created, from memoirs of the era and other 
sources, an inspired portrayal of the French monarchy in the 
period of decline that was finally to lead Louis XVI to the 
scaffold. He also provides a clear, colourful and detailed 
picture of the Versailles background to the life of the King 
and the decline of the monarchy. 25s net 
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LITERARY 
ESSAYS 


David Daiches 
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. . « the range, intelligence 
and humanity of this book 
prove once and for all that its 
author is among our major 
unexpended reserves as a critic 
and scholar’’. John sao 
in the Spectator. 16s. 


MUSIC HATH 
CHARMS 


Norman Hyde 


An informal history of music 
in Britain in which the emphasis 
is laid as much upon ballad 
singers, street musicians and 
the more humble contributors 
to our musical heritage as upon 
the famous composers. Un- 
usual features include sections 
on campanology and hanging 
songs. 12s.6d. 


GENETICS 
IN THE 
ATOMIC AGE 


Charlotte Auerbach 


** Dr. Auerbach’s book is not 
only—as would be expected— 
scientifically sound and accur- 
ate; it is also exceptionally 
concise and lucid, an out- 
standing example of popular 
writing on a subject on which 
we all ought to be informed.’ 
New Statesman and Nation. 
8s.6d. 


Send for list of new books 
OLIVER & BOYD 














JUST PUBLISHED: one of the most 
important books of science for the 
layman published since the war. 


An Approach to 
Modern Physics 


by PROFESSOR 

E. N. da C. ANDRADE 

D.SC., PH.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 
A survey of modern physics, including 
among many other subjects atomic 
energy, cosmic rays, new particles, 
radio astronomy, ultrasonics, the 
electron microscope, philosophical 
implications. Illustrated, 25s net 


A NEW EDITION 
Everybody’s Boswell 


Being the life of Samuel Johnson, 
abridged from Boswell’s complete 
text and from ‘The Tour to the 
Hebrides’. With 54 full-page draw- 
ings by E. H. Shepard. 18s 6d net 


Roman Spain 
F. J. WISEMAN 


A compact guide—the only one—to 
the superb Roman remains in Spain 
and Portugal. 18s 6d net 


A Short Way to 
Better English 


RAYMOND CHAPMAN 


MANCHESTER GUARDIAN: ‘An excel- 
lent summary of the many pitfalls 
for the unwary in our language’. 


6s net 
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DURHAM 
RESEARCH REVIEW 


The Research Publication of the Institute 
of Education, University of Durham. 


Edited by F. V. SMITH 
Professor of Psychology, University of Durham 


The policy followed by the Editor, 
Professor F. V. Smith, of the Depart- 
ment of way eng has been to preserve 
a balance between the various fields of 
research in education. Articles have 
appeared on such diverse topics as the 
history of education with a icular 
emphasis upon education in the North 
Country, the teaching of modern lan- 
guages, encephalography in the study 
of children, cybernetics, education 
measurement, auditory high-frequency 
weakness among school-children and 

rojective tests. 

he submission of articles is not re- 
stricted to members of the University; 
but in the main the RESEARCH REVIEW 
reports work done in or in association 
with the University of Durham. 


The REVIEW is lished by the Institute, 
and can be obtained for 5s. 6d. post free, from 
the Director, Institute of Education, Kepier 
Terrace, Gilesgate, Durham, England, or 
through booksellers. 











97 out of 100 books 
selected for the 
N.B.L. Exhibition of 
British Book Design 


were set in 
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43 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4 








The importance 


of B.N.B. 


You may read all the reviews, you 
may study all the publishers’ adver- 
tisements, but it is only when you 
regularly see the British National 
Bibliography that you realize how 
numerous and varied are the books 
published in Great Britain every week, 
and how many of them you might, 
but for B.N.B., have missed. 


Librarians already make effective use 
of B.N.B., to the great advantage of 
library users. Many booksellers use 
it too, but not all are aware of the 
unique qualities which led The Times 
Literary Supplement to call it “A 
necessary companion in every book- 
shop where English books are to be 
found.” 


How does B.N.B. benefit librarians, 
booksellers and—through them—the 
purposeful reader? First, it provides 
a weekly record, with full biblio- 
graphical details, of all new British 
books and pamphlets. Next,: its 
detailed subject-classification shows 
precisely what each book is about, 
and reveals at a glance all other new 
books available on that subject. 
Lastly, through its Quarterly Cumula- 
tions, the series of Annual Volumes, 
and the Five-Year Index, complete 
bibliographies from 1950 onwards 
relating to any subject can be assem- 
bled in a matter of seconds. Often 
B.N.B. is the only means—barring 
sheer luck or a prodigious memory— 
by which the books required can 
possibly be traced. 


The 
British National 


Bibliography 


Weekly Lists . .. 
Quarterly Cumula- 
tions . . . Annual 


oo distributors : 


Ltd., 
Square, London, 
W.c.l 





er & Sons, 
13 Bedford 
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Automation 
in Theory 


& Practice 


Edited by E. M. HUGH JONES. 


An examination of automation in 
theory and practice by two scien- 
tists, an engineer, a trade unionist, 
a business consultant, a sociologist 
and an economist. 12s.6d. net 
Ready September. 


The Newsmen of 
Queen Anne 
By W. B. EWALD. 


An entertaining selection from 
English newspapers and periodicals 
of 1702-1714. 


22s.6d. net 


Old Testament 


By ERNST WURTHWEIN. 


An illustrated supplement to the 
great Kittel-Kahle Biblia Hebraica. 
17s.6d. net 


History of the 
Byzantine State 


By G. OSTROGORSKY 
84s. net 


BASIL BLACKWELL 


| 
3 
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49 Broad Street Oxford 


NEW BOOKS 
Ready shortly 





Awards of Honour 


The Orders, Decorations, Medals and 
Awards of Great Britain and the 
Commonwealth from Edward Ill to 
Elizabeth II. 


Captain ARTHUR JOCELYN, c.v.o. 


The most comprehensive work of 
reference yet published on the history, 
forms and precise details of the many 
honours awarded over the past six 
centuries. With a foreword by Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma and twenty 
plates in colour. 12} X 9} ins. 


7 gns. net 


Ballet Decade 
Edited by ARNOLD L. HASKELL 


Outstanding articles and photographs 
from the first ten issues of The Ballet 
Annual. A handsomely illustrated 
record of ballet activity in many parts 
of the world. With four colour plates 
and many photographs. 10 X 7} ins. 

25s. net 


The 
Ballet Annual 1957 


Edited by ARNOLD L. HASKELL 


The eleventh issue of this copiously 
illustrated record of the year in ballet, 
with articles by Dame Ninette de 
Valois, Mary Clarke, Ivor Guest, and 
others. Colour frontispiece and more 
than 100 photographs. 10 x 7} ins. 

25s. net 
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They claimed for her the Victoria Cross ! 
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(Publishing early Autumn) 











4 hee heroic exploits - 
of Violette Szabo, | C 
the British Secret agent who was shot by the Nazis at . 
Ravensbruck in the very closing phases of the war, are 
brilliantly told in this war book that is different. This 
beautiful young girl—who was only twenty-three when she 
was killed—took a main and daring part in the plan to stop 
crack German reinforcements being put into operation after 


the D-Day landings. She was posthumously awarded the George . 
Cross for her bravery. d 
t 

Illustrated by frontispiece and 24 pages of photographs a 


selected from personal and family records. 


16s. net NEWNES oo. 


























HARRAP BOOKS 


Land of 


Swift-Running Horses 
MABEL WALN SMITH 
Mongolia is the setting of this unusual 
travel-book. The author describes how 
she lived there with a herd of wild horses, 
their Swedish breeder, and his Mongolian 
horsemen on the edge of the Gobi desert. 

Line illustrations 15s. net 


The Azores 


CLAUDE DERVENN 
These little-known islands are admirably 
described and illustrated in this book. 
104 photographs 30s. net 


Power Production 


A Practical Application of World Energy 
HANS THIRRING 

This important book by the Professor of 

Physics, Vienna University, gives a com- 

prehensive survey of all sources of energy 

and their relative merits and drawbacks. 

Over 90 diagrams. 25s. net 


The German Scene 
Social, Political, Cultural: 
1890 to the Present Day 
EDMOND VERMEIL 
An unrivalled account of the evolution of 
the whole of the twentieth-century 
Germany. 


September Line maps 21s. net 


Extraordinary 


Popular Delusions 
and the Madness of Crowds 
CHARLES MACKAY, LL.D. 
This remarkable book, originally pub- 
lished in England over a century ago, 
describes in vivid detail the most impor- 
tant delusions of the past which have 
affected people and nations. 
Illustrated 45s. net 
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CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Sciences & Civilisation 
in China (IT) 
JOSEPH NEEDHAM 


The second volume of Dr 
Needham’s great work is devo- 
ted to the history of scientific 
thought from its remote origins 
down torecenttimes. 80s. net 


Automation: 
Friend or Foe ? 


R. H. MACMILLAN 


A clear explanation of what 
automation is, its technical pro- 
blems, and of the social and 
economic changes that could 
follow this ‘second Industrial 
Revolution’. 8s. 6d. net 


Medieval Alexander 
G. CARY 


The various conceptions of 
Alexander the Great—as devil, 
ruthless conquerer, prototype 
of knightly virtues, exemplar of 
almost any virtue or vice— 
current in the Middle Ages. 
52s. 6d. net 


Physics, Psychology 
& Medicine 
J. H. WOODGER 


Though two-fifths of hospital 
patients have mental illnesses, 
only a fraction of a doctor’s 
training deals with this subject. 
A timely plea for new methods. 

8s. 6d. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 


















What's new from METHUEN 





Eleanor and Reginald Jebb Testimony to Hilaire Belloc 


Belloc is seen in the full blood of his active manhood by his daughter, and 
his son-in-law illuminates certain important sides of his genius.  J/lustrated 15s 


David Lack, F.R.S. Swifts in a Tower 
A fascinating study of a colony of swifts in an Oxford tower. (A Book Society 
Recommendation). Illustrated 21s 
Henny Harald Hansen Costume Cavaleade 
A superb parade of European dress with 685 examples in colour. 21s 
Geoffrey Brereton An Introduction to the French Poets 
A survey of some five centuries of French poetry, from Villon to the present day. 

25s 
Katherine Lever The Art of Greek Comedy 
A critical analysis of the comedies of Aristophanes and Menander 21s 
H. D. F. Kitto Form and Meaning in Drama 


An analysis of six Greek tragedies—the Orestes triology, Ajax, Antigone and 
Philoctetes—and Hamlet, with a chapter on the Greek and Elizabethan dramatic 
forms. 30s 


The Arden Shakespeare 





King Richard Il. Edited by Peter Ure 


A completely new edition of Richard II, not based upon the 
previous Arden Edition. 18s. 


King Henry VI. Part 2. 
Edited by Andrew Cairncross 


The original edition by H. C. Hart re-edited and brought up to 
date in line with modern Shakespearian Scholarship. 18s 





Methuen & Co., Ltd., 36 Essex Street, London, W.C.2 

















BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


65 DAVIES STREET LONDON W.1 


Opinions expressed by the contributors are 
not necessarily those of the British Council 


World Copyright. Permission to reproduce any 
of the contents of this periodical must be 
obtained from : The Editor, British Book News. 


NUMBER 193 SEPTEMBER 1956 











BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG: 
NON-FICTION 


JOHN BAKER 


THIS article attempts to survey recent developments in a field of 
publishing which is growing in importance: the provision of non-fiction 
books, outside the school textbook, for young people. 


There is a natural tendency in a literary culture to pay first attention to 
works of ‘creative literature’, so called, in the field of adult reading; and 
this tendency overflows into the appraisal of books for young people. 
Thus the bulk of critics’ attention is directed, where junior books are noticed 
at all, towards young people’s fiction and, at a younger age, fantasies. The 
‘approved’ type of children’s novel usually recounts the adventures of 
middle-class children, who are often involved in the discovery of buried 
treasure, helping the police to track down a criminal, or adventures incidental 
to yachting and such sports. For younger readers books of a whimsical type 
are strongly favoured, while anthropomorphic animal books are much 
recommended. 


But real life keeps on breaking in, and we here consider the vigorous field 
of young people’s publishing which has the initial disadvantage of being 
labelled, negatively, ‘non-fiction’. It deals with facts and ideas. Publishers 
of this kind of book would rather their books were considered to be, in the 
words of the BBC Charter, ‘concerned to inform, educate and entertain’. 
We are living in an age of bewilderingly increasing information and, so far 
as the world overseas is concerned, an eager appetite for knowledge. We are 
also living in an age in which grants for school libraries, even at primary 
level, are the order of the day and in which a democratic effort (consequent 
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upon recent educational reforms) is being made to prevent the breaking up 
of urban society into two groups: those who look at television and those 
who read books. It is in the field of books of information and ideas, and 
where science and technology and writing meet, that there is common 


ground throughout the English-speaking world. 


The mention of school libraries brings us to the point at which it must be 
said that institutional buying—by public libraries, school libraries, educational 
and cultural institutions of every type—is the animating basis of non-fiction 
publishing. It would probably be true to say that something like 70 per cent. 
of all sales of non-fiction children’s books are institutional sales, the bulk 
being purchased by ‘library suppliers’, whose growth in recent years has 
stimulated the production of children’s informational books. These special- 
ists, located in strategic towns in the United Kingdom, have very large stocks 
of such books, issue catalogues, often show the books by means of display 
vans to their customers, and in general provide an excellent service near the 
point of sale. From the point of view of the local bookseller the result is often 
that the librarian in his district will be purchasing books from a firm living 
perhaps a couple of hundred miles away. On the other hand, certain beok- 
sellers have developed children’s departments and even separate children’s 
bookshops, such as Blackwell’s Children’s Book Shop at Oxford, both in an 
endeavour to compete with library suppliers for institutional orders and to 
satisfy the growing clamour among children themselves for special treatment. 


It is certainly true that librarians and teachers all over the world have no 
prejudices against didactic literature and are naturally disposed in favour 
of books which, read out of school, have some relation to the curriculum 
and to the realities of life as children will find them when they leave school. 
A compromise type of book, half-way between fiction and non-fiction, has 
grown up, in which information is conveyed in narrative or adventure form, 
or through the medium of some imaginary grown-up person discoursing in 
the tradition of those erudite uncles who used to roam the beaches in 
Victorian times, elucidating the wonders of the seashore in books often 
embellished with delightful hand-coloured plates. Whatever the demerits of 
this method, there is no doubt that a narrative form in which information 
and adventure are mixed is more attractive to early teenagers than straight- 
forward fact, and such books often fulfil the requirement laid down by 
Mr. C. H. C. Osborne, in his Eleven to Fifteen, a non-fiction book list 
published by the School Library Association, when he said, ‘The library 
must enrich the imagination, widen the horizon, awaken and satisfy 
curiosities, serve in and out of school activities, and provide recreation and 
refreshment. Access to a collection of books which thus mirrors in print and 
picture the range of human life is in itself no mean instrument of education.’ 
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Unfortunately, the basic documents of our subject are a little out of date. 
The Eleven to Fifteen list mentioned above was published in 1953, Kathleen 
Lines’s Four to Fourteen was last published in 1950 by the National Book 
League (although a new edition will be published this year) and Books for 
Young People, Eleven to Thirteen Plus was published by the Library Association 
in 1953. It is urgently necessary at the present time for an annual selective list 
to be published, and in this connection the National Book League provides 
not only its School Library Exhibition catalogue (and the exhibition itself), 
which is frequently revised, but also duplicated bibliographies on particular 
subjects, as well as the Education Book Guide which the League publishes for 
the magazine Education, and which is comprehensive and not selective. The 
Library Association and the School Library Association both provide local 
and national subject lists from time to time. The most useful source of 
criticism of junior non-fiction books is The Times Educational Supplement, 
followed by the School Librarian and Junior Bookshelf. 


How necessary it is for such lists to be up to date, as well as selective, is 
shown by the output of books for young people, which in 1955 amounted 
to 1,756 titles and new editions, excluding the large number of adult titles 
which filter into children’s libraries; and this production has been maintained 
for some years. At this point it may be mentioned that a number of adult 
books have been specially abridged for children’s use in recent years, such as 
Alain Bombard’s Doctor Bombard Goes to Sea (Deutsch) and Sir Arthur 
Grimble’s A Pattern of Islands (Murray). 


The ten years which have elapsed since the end of the war have brought 
about a marked change in approach to the writing of informational 
books for young people. One has only to pick up a 1939 book list to discover 
it still to be full of lists of books in the old tradition, the tradition which 
filled school libraries and children’s personal libraries with ‘rewards’ 
merchandised very cheaply, often from outside the book trade, and of 
unimpressive physical content—poor paper, bad printing, and no perceptible 
editing and arrangement. In post-war years the publication of the Oxford 
Junior Encyclopaedia by the Oxford University Press and the growth of the 
Puffin books published by Penguin Books would alone warrant our calling 
these years momentous, but in addition there have been many hundreds of 
excellent titles in many fields. (It is of interest at this point to mention that 
the O.U.P. has continued worthily to shoulder its accession of the ‘Home 
University Library’). Many publishers with pretensions towards publishing 
for young people now employ skilled editors and each firm has its special 
policy; indeed may cater for only one age-group among children. There is 
an active section in the Publishers Association concerned with young 
people’s books. Miss Kathleen Lines was at pains to explain in the 1950 
edition of Four to Fourteen that there was ‘a dearth of well-written and 
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interesting-looking children’s books about other countries’. Since then, the 
“Young Traveller’ series has grown from ten to twenty-six titles (and 
includes a Young Traveller in Space) and two other similar series have begun 
to appear. A whole literature on careers has arisen, and series, fictional and 
non-fictional, on the subject are published by Chatto & Windus, The 
Bodley Head, and the Oxford University Press. Science has naturally come 
to the fore in a time of technological revolution, and notable in this field are 
such books as James Fisher’s Adventure of the World and Lancelot Hogben’s 
Man Must Measure, both published by Rathbone Books. Lives of the usefully 
famous from Eve Curie to Gertrude Bell are appearing in some numbers. 
Out-of-door interests and natural history have not been neglected, and books 
on bird-watching and identification, insects, and plants have come from such 
houses as Collins and Dent. The growing maturity of quite young people 
has been met by books on archaeology, on local history, and by publications 
like Batsford’s ‘Junior Heritage’ series. The growing impact of sport on 
young people is reflected in many books, notably the ‘Play the Game’ and 
‘Know the Game’ series issued by Educational Productions, running to many 
titles. The inauguration by Hodder & Stoughton of the ‘Junior Teach 
Yourself” series is a commendable post-war enterprise. 


Industry is now taking a hand in promoting, often at very low prices or 
without charge, books of information useful to its purposes: Unilever has a 
whole series of books, on subjects as various as ‘dentistry’ and ‘fish’, and the 
‘Shell Guides’ to Birds and Flowers represent private enterprise in a 
generous mood. On the agricultural side we see the National Union of 
Young Farmers’ Clubs co-operating with publishers in issuing books on their 
subject and the Council for the Promotion of Field Studies sponsoring a 
series of books, through Methuen, on the elements of their work. 


All in all, the prospect is bright for young people. The book buyer’s 
problem is no longer one of whether there are any reasonably-priced, 
intelligent, well-edited, and well-produced children’s non-fiction books, 
but whether the standard can be maintained in the face of rising production 
costs and a lack of elasticity in budgets: whether, in fact, librarians, education 
authorities, and parents, as well as the children themselves, are prepared or 
able to concede the need for high prices for good production, or whether 
publishers will be forced to cheapen their product editorially, physically. 
As Miss Lines emphasises in Four to Fourteen, ‘A high standard of production 
is of first importance in all publishing for boys and girls, and it is particularly 
necessary for the books that require some effort to read, and for non-fiction.’ 


Ar. John Baker is Managing Director of Phoenix House Ltd., which publishes many non- 
fiction books for young readers, including the ‘ Young Traveller’ series mentioned in this 
article. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 

Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 

British Council Medical Library 

British Drama League 

British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 

Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 

Library Association 

National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 

Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 

Royal Empire Society 

Royal Geographical Society 

Royal Institute of British Architects 

Royal Institute of International Affairs 

Royal United Service Institution 

South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 

Victoria and Albert Museum 


and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields ofknowledge. 
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REVIEWS 
A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
%* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
A SELECT LIST OF WORKS ON EUROPE AND EUROPE 
OVERSEAS, 1715-1815. Edited for the Oxford Eighteenth Century Group 
by J. S. Bromley‘and A. Goodwin. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 18°5 cm. 
146 pages. Paper covers. 
A useful list for the general reader as well as the student and teacher, compiled to 
encourage the study of a period of European history which does not appear to have 
attracted much interest in recent years. The list is classified to the extent that the 
works are grouped in about one hundred and fifty sections, but its value is limited 
by the absence of an author and subject index. It is also unfortunate that the works 
entered in each section are not arranged in author-alphabetical or any other obvious 
order. Periodical articles have been included only when they are valuable as recent 
revisions or when nothing else is available on an important topic. (016-9402) 


Libraries 
THE FORMATION OF THE PHILLIPPS LIBRARY FROM 
1841 TO 1871. A. N. L. Munby. With an account of the Phillipps Art 
Collections by A. E. Popham. Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 
244 pages. 11 plates. (Phillipps Studies No. 4) 
This volume of the Phillipps Studies completes the history of the formation of the 
library of the famous book collector, Sir Thomas Phillipps. There were many great 
sales during this period and the activities of Sir Thomas in connection with them 
make interesting reading. A good deal of personal matter, relating to Phillipps 
himself and the booksellers and book collectors with whom he came into contact, is 
interwoven into the narrative, which is more of a history of nineteenth century 
bibliophily than an account of a single private library. The volume also includes an 
appendix giving an account of Phillipps as a patron of artists, and as a collector of 
pictures and drawings. (027-1) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


ON THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF MIND. Selected Papers 
on Psycho-Analysis. Vol. 1. Edward Glover. Imago Publishing Co., 45s. 1956. 
22°§ cm. 496 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 

An eminent British psycho-analyst here reprints with up-to-date comments twenty- 

eight papers dating from 1924 to 1954. Many are devoted to fine points of terminology 

and technical concepts. The later papers bear constant witness to Dr. Glover's struggles 
against the ‘heresies’ of the Klein school. Though he emphatically protests his 
devotion to science (and extends a rather admonitory olive-branch towards ‘statistical 
psychologists’), these papers suggest much more the inquisitor, intent on defending 

Freudian orthodoxy from deviationists, mordant in attack but too rigidly dogmatic 

for science. The book will, however, have a place in any specialised history of the 

Freudian movement. (131-34) 
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ESSAYS IN CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS. Selected and edited by 
Anthony Flew. Macmillan, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 278 pages. 5 diagrams. 
Professor Flew is well known for his successful philosophical and theological symposia. 
The popularity of these works may perhaps reflect something of the nature of 
contemporary British thought. Treatises in the grand manner have given place to 
short, informal but meticulous studies of limited problems. The present volume 
concentrates upon logical questions, and the editor makes it clear that his aim is 
primarily to assist university students in their work for examinations. Topics discussed 
include the nature of meaning, explanation, inference and probability; and besides 
the editor’s own contribution there are papers by Strawson, Warnock, Toulmin, 
Urmson, Pears and others of similar calibre. This volume fully lives up to its 
predecessors in both quality and liveliness. (160-4) 


NAKED THEY PRAY. Pearce Gervis. Cassell, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 226 pages. 
40 photographs (2 in colour) by the author. 
In spite of its ‘catch’ title, this book is far from being a sensational description of the 
sadhus or holy men of India. It is an account of one man’s attempt to learn the truth 
about these ascetics, whose life is given up to the practice of Yogic postures or asanas 
and the meditation which they help to promote. The author travelled far, gaining 
admittance to many Ashrams normally forbidden to westerners. Beginning with 
scepticism and indifference he gradually became convinced that Yoga, if properly 
practised, enables the devotee to acquire strange and unusual powers; but he warns 
against amateurish dabbling in this difficult art. Not the least interesting part of the 
book is a series of remarkable photographs of the famous postures. (181-45) 


YOGA uniting East and West. Selvarajan Yesudian and Elizabeth Haich. 
Translated from the German by John P. Robertson. Foreword by Professor 
T. Huzella. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 162 pages. 10 illustrations. 

Whereas most studies of Yoga assume the inherent superiority of the oriental outlook, 

this book is original in ascribing to oriental and occidental civilisation qualities which 

complement each other. Selvarajan Yesudian, an Indian Christian acquainted at first 
hand with European life, believes that the individual way of perfection taught in the 

East must remain incomplete without the western genius for social organisation and 

improvement. The book falls into three parts: an explanation of Yoga, a sketch of 

the development of Christian civilisation, and a chapter attempting to synthesise the 
two wisdoms. The book is deliberately popular and its jauntiness may alienate some 
readers; but it is an original document with none of the false mysticism characteristic 

of so many popular works on Yoga. (181-45) 


HOBBES. Richard Peters. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 272 pages. 
Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 
Considering that he died in his tenth decade and acquired the highest reputation in 
several spheres of thought, Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) ought to be more revered 
and acclaimed than he is. In English philosophy he is a figure equal in significance to 
Descartes in France, and his philosophy of nature is in many ways as important as his 
celebrated, if forbidding, theory of sovereignty. Mr. Peters’ clear and conscientious 
study begins with a biographical chapter and proceeds to an examination of Hobbes’s 
theory of sensation, language, ethics, politics and religion. There is no attempt to 
reverse the charge that Hobbes, though learned in the scriptures, was at heart a 
sceptic whose very detachment made him excessively respectful of authority. (192) 
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RELIGION 


WRITINGS OF EDITH STEIN. Selected, translated from the German, 
and introduced by Hilda Graef. Peter Owen, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 206 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

The English biographer of the German Jewess who entered the Carmelite Order and 

died at Auschwitz concentration camp in 1942 has now made a preliminary selection 

of her work, divided into Spiritual Writings, Mystical Theology, Educational 

Writings and Philosophical Writings. Edith Stcin was a teacher and talented 

philosopher as well as a woman of pronounced mystical insight. This explains the 

wide range of her work, from the assured and didactic essays on social problems to 
the remarkable philosophico-theological studies on which she was engaged at the 
time of her arrest. The present anthology should be read in conjunction with Miss 

Graef’s The Scholar and the Cross, and it needs to be followed by an English rendering, 

fortunately already promised, of the great treatise on Finite and Eternal Being. _ (230) 


EARLY LATIN THEOLOGY. Selections from Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Ambrose and Jerome. Translated from the Latin and edited by S. L. Greenslade. 
S.C.M. Press, 30s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 416 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of 
Christian Classics, Vol. V) 

Professor Greenslade of Durham University has made these selections in order to 

illustrate the theology of the early Latin Fathers. The selections have a certain unity 

since they concern in different ways the nature, constitution and life of the Church. 

In the reliable and readable translation by the editor, they should prove of great 

service to students of historical theology as well as to the nonsgspecialist reader. The 

separate items are preceded by introductions which are models of their kind, and 

difficult passages are accompanied by concise notes. (230) 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY in its Contemporary Setting. Rudolf 
Bultmann. Translated from the German by R. H. Fuller. Thames & Hudson, 183s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 240 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Indexes. 

In this erudite and illuminating study, Dr. Bultmann examines the historical 

antecedents of primitive Christianity. While he is far from taking the view that the 

Christian religion is simply the product of previous cultures, he submits that its 

unique character is more sharply defined when it is set against the complex background 

of its environment. Hence he reviews the Old Testament heritage, Judaism and 

Hellenistic Judaism with particular reference to Stoicism, the Mystery Religions and 

Gnosticism. Some of the assessments made are open to serious question and the 

author’s attachment to Christian existentialism unconsciously affects his historical 

investigations. Nevertheless, those who are unfamiliar with the previous works of 
this distinguished scholar will specially welcome a characteristic exposition of what 
are held to be the distinctive Christian emphases upon the nature of man and his 

place in the universe. (230-09) 


CHRISTOLOGY AND MYTH IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
An Inquiry into the Character, Extent and Interpretation of the Mythological 
Element in New Testament Christology. Geraint Vaughan Jones. Allen & Unwin, 
21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 296 pages. Indexes. 

In this acute and learned study, the author, a Congregational minister in Glasgow, 

examines the issues raised by Bultmann, who is a vigorous exponent of the need for 

re-examining not only biblical language but the biblical world-view in order to 











ascertain the relevance of Christianity to twentieth century thought. The scope of 
the investigation is limited to Apostolic Christianity and is especially concerned with 
the problem of ‘myth’ in New Testament Christology, the place of poetic imagery 
and symbol, and the degree to which beliefs represented as facts should be interpreted 
poetically. Finally, the author discusses with considerable insight the meaning of the 
conception of the Lordship of Jesus with reference to creation and the problem of 
evil. If some of the conclusions reached may be justly challenged, the spirit of the 
inquiry should serve to counteract false dogmatism in current theology. (232) 


PUBLICANS AND SINNERS. A Study of the Ministry of Jesus. 
H. G. G. Herklots. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 128 pages. Indexes. 
Canon Herklots, the Vicar of Doncaster, deals in this volume with the attitude of 
Jesus towards those outside the borders of the Jewish Church. In a series of biblical 
expositions based upon a careful study of the text and a discriminating use of 
commentaries, he brings out the cleavage between Judaism and Christianity in 
relation to the treatment of the outcast. The teaching of Jesus is placed in its setting, 
and parables, incidents and sayings are so expounded as to make the reader feel that 
the issues discussed belong to our own day. (232-95) 


THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. LIGHT OF CHRIST. ABBA. 
Evelyn Underhill. Longmans, 9s.6d. 1956. 17 cm. 272 pages. 

The three short works here issued in one volume have already exercised a profound 
influence on the devotional life of readers in many Christian communions. They are 
based upon unusual spiritual insight combined with an enviable gift of lucid utterance. 
The Fruits of the Spirit comprises the notes of a series of informal addresses for retreats 
together with letters to members of a prayer group. Light of Christ contains a memoir 
of Evelyn Underhill by Lucy Menzies with addresses on different aspects of the life 
and work of Christ, while Abba is a collection of meditations on the Lord’s Prayer. 


(248) 


THE STRANGENESS OF THE CHURCH. Daniel Jenkins. Gollancz, 
12s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 188 pages. (Christian Faith Series) 
The Christian Faith series of which Reinhold Niebuhr is consulting editor is designed 
to relate the classical Christian tradition to the problems of the modern world and 
this volume deals with an essential element of that tradition—the Church. The 
author, a Congregational minister in London, submits that the strangeness of the 
Church lies in the fact that it is a divine society set in the midst of the everyday life 
of the world. In eighteen lucid and competent chapters, he examines such questions 
as the necessity of the Church, the Sacraments, the Church in society and the problem 
of unity. (260) 


KINGDOM AND CHURCH. A Study in the Theology of the Reformation. 
T. F. Torrance. Oliver & Boyd, 16s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 176 pages. Index. 
From a hasty sketch of the way the Copernican revolution in cosmolgy ran parallel 
to the new emphases of Reformation theology, the Professor of Christian Dogmatics 
in the University of Edinburgh proceeds to examine the eschatologies of Luther, 
Calvin and (with more brevity) the less well-known Martin Butzer. The distinction 
and originality of their doctrines, as against those holding the field for the preceding 
thousand years, were their realism and historicity, and the concrete connection they 
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established between divine purpose and judgment and the life and work of the 
Church. This is a difficult book and requires not only a sound theological training but 
also Latin and German for its understanding. (260-9) 


PRINCIPLES OF SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY. Bernard Leeming. 
Longmans, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 748 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


In this monumental volume, the Professor of Dogmatic Theology at Heythrop 
College examines the doctrine of the sacraments. The treatment of the subject is 
divided into six sections: the sacraments and grace, the sacramental ‘character’, 
sacramental causality, the institution of the sacraments, requirements in the minister 
and the sacramental economy. The history of the question discussed in each section is 
outlined, authoritative declarations of the Church are cited and the underlying 
principles are expounded and defended against possible objections. The biblio- 
graphies are extensive and reveal a remarkable range of reading although the more 
important recent works on Luther and the Reformers should have been included. 
Throughout, the author displays a desire to understand the sacramental approach of 
other religious communions, and all students of theology will find in this volume 
not only much valuable material conveniently assembled but an incitement to 
ecumenical discussion. (265) 


THE WATERS OF MARAH. The Present State of the Greek Church. 
Peter Hammond. Rockliff, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 196 pages. 8 illustrations. Endpaper 
map. Glossary. Index. 

This is a vivid and moving eye-witness account, interspersed with some enter- 

taining flash-backs to the impressions of carlier travellers, of the valiant struggle of 

the whole Church in Greece (i.c., not only the clergy but the majority of Greeks 
from all walks of life) to reconstruct, after ten years of warfare, their system of life 
which is still much more firmly based on the liturgical year than in most other 
countries. This struggle is the culmination of a long process of religious revival led 
by such organisations as the Brotherhood of Theologians, Zoé, and Mr. Hammond’s 
book gives convincing proof of the strength of this revival which has enabled the 
Church in Greece to emerge so vigorous from a period of such terrible persecution. 


(281-9) 


TABOO. Franz Steiner. Edited by Laura Bohannan. Preface by E. E. Evans- 
Pritchard. Cohen & West, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 1$4 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The Polynesian term ‘tabu’, first introduced by Captain Cook, was incorporated 
remarkably rapidly into European speech and used in studies of comparative religion. 
Its connotation has come to vary considerably as expounded by a succession of 
theologians, anthropologists and psychologists who, in handing on the word and 
some general notions, have paid singularly little attention to the original texts of 
Cook and others who first described its meaning or to later Polynesian studies. 
Dr. Steiner’s posthumous book will be indispensable to all who wish seriously to use 
and discuss the concept of taboo in future. By closely examining the early sources and 
later writings it not only sharpens our understanding of the distinctively Polynesian 
conceptions of prohibitions associated with sacred objects, considering both their 
contexts and their relation to cognate ideas in other religions, but critically examines 
the more important attempts of theorists to interpret ‘taboo’ as a religious category. 


(291-3) 
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THE MESSIANIC IDEA IN ISRAEL from its Beginning to the 
Completion of the Mishnah. Joseph Klausner. Translated from the third Hebrew 
edition by W. F. Stinespring. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. $60 pages. 
Index. 

This monumental work by the Professor Emeritus of Hebrew Literature and Jewish 

History in the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, completes a trilogy of which the earlier 

parts are his Jesus of Nazareth and From Jesus to Paul, studies in the relations between 

Judaism and Christianity. It falls into three sections treating of the Messianic idea in 

the period of the prophets, in the inter-testamental period and in the period of the 

Tannaim, the last section appearing first in German as a doctoral dissertation as long 

ago as 1902. An appendix on ‘The Jewish and Christian Messiah’ completes the third 

edition. Dr. Klausner has much of interest to say of Messianism in all three periods, 
but probably most readers will find the third section most original and rewarding. 

This is an authoritative study for which both Jews and Christians will be grateful. 


(296-3) 


THE LEGEND OF THE BAAL-SHEM. Martin Buber. Translated 
from the German by Maurice Friedman East and West Library, 17s.6d. 1956. 
22 cm. 222 pages. Glossary. 

The Professor of Social Philosophy in the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, has studied 

the Hasidic religious movement for half a century. Here is made available in English 

his retelling of the legend in the form of twenty stories attached to the founder of the 
movement, Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer (1700-1760), otherwise known as Baal Shem Tov. 

To these he prefaces a description of this revivalist movement, corresponding in some 

ways to Methodism in Britain, among the Jews of Poland and Little Russia. Students 

of folk-lore and comparative religion will welcome this edition, and the general 

reader will find much interest in the tales. (296-6) 


PROPHECY AND RELIGION IN ANCIENT CHINA AND 
ISRAEL. Jordan Lectures 1954. H. H. Rowley. University of London: Athlone 
Press, 218. 1956. 22 cm. 160 pages. Indexes. (School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London: Jordan Lectures in Comparative Religion) 

The Professor of Hebrew Language and Literature in Manchester University was at 

one time a missionary in China. He has here drawn on both interests and produced a 

work in which the Old Testament prophets, chiefly those of the 8th and 7th centuries 

B.C., are compared with the Chinese sages, especially Confucius, Mencius and 

Mo-tzii. Few of Professor Rowley’s readers will be able to judge with knowledge 

all of this survey as he deals with his subjects as statesmen and reformers and considers 

their attitudes to the Golden Age, to worship and to God, but all who read this book 
will find their interest stimulated, their horizons widened and their admiration for 

the writer’s erudition enhanced. (299-51) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
POPULATION GROWTH AND LEVELS OF CONSUMPTION. 
With Special Reference to Countries in Asia. Horace Belshaw. Allen & Unwin, 
25S. 1956. 22-5 cm. 254 pages. Tables. Index. 
This authoritative work on a subject of growing importance is issued under the 
auspices of the International Secretariat of the Institute of Pacific Relations. It 
discusses the population situation of under-developed countries, particularly in Asia, 
in relation to the standard of living, the volume of investment and savings, the supply 
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of labour, and possible international aid. The author, who is Macarthy Professor of 
Economics in Victoria University College, Wellington, was at one time Economic 
Adviser to the New Zealand Government, and has also had valuable experience in 
economic planning for southern Asia, the Middle East and elsewhere. (301-32) 


ADVANCE IN AFRICA. A Study of Community Development in 
Eastern Nigeria. I. C. Jackson. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1956. I9 cm. 
118 pages. 8 photographs. 

The expression ‘community development’ has been used since the war to describe 

a wide variety of projects but, broadly speaking, it indicates a method of developing 

the resources and amenities of rural communities in the poorer parts of the world by 

the action of the local people. The author has had first-hand experience of the 

Eastern Region of Nigeria and this useful little book describes the various aspects of 

community development in that area as well as relating the experience obtained there 

to the wider aspects of the subject. (309-209669) 


Political Science . 

THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 19$5-56. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 200 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 
(Command Paper 9769) 

This latest annual review covers the year ending 31st March, 1956. The contents give 

a remarkable bird’s eye view of the general progress of each colony, followed by 

surveys of their economic development, social services, research projects and inter- 

national relations. Extensive statistical tables enhance the value of this publication, 
which is an essential one for all who wish to comprehend the progress of the colonial 
territories in the present period of rapid change and development. (325+342) 


BARBADOS AND THE CONFEDERATION QUESTION 
1871-1885. B. Hamilton. Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and 
Administrations on behalf of the Government of Barbados, 15s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 
150 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This valuable specialised study describes the attempt by the Colonial Office to bring 

about closer administrative unity in the West Indies and in particular to join the 

governments of Barbados and the other Windward Islands. This attempt failed 
chiefly because of the strong hostility of the people of the island to changes in their 
traditional institutions. The author has drawn on an extremely wide range of printed 
and manuscript material to give a vivid account of events and personalities in London 
and Barbados during the period. The result not only adds to the all too limited 
number of serious historical works on individual islands of the West Indies, but has 
a current interest in view of recent moves towards West Indian federation. 
(325°342) 


DOCUMENTS ON GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1918-1945. 
Series D, Vol. VI. The Last Months of Peace, March-August 1939. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 50s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 1,244 pages. Glossary. 

Many of the documents in the present volume are reproduced for the first time in 

their original form. The period covered is from the day following the German 

occupation of Prague to the eve of the resumption of direct German-Polish relations. 

Because of the complexity of the European situation at this time the documents are 

give in chronological order, but a ninety-page analytical list arranged by region 

enables the reader to study by topic if he wishes. (327-43) 
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Economics 
THE ACCUMULATION OF CAPITAL. Joan Robinson. Macmillan, 
28s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 456 pages. 14 diagrams. Index. 

Mrs. Robinson’s earlier works, including The Economics of Imperfect Competition and 
Introduction to the Theory of Employment, are read by many advanced university students 
of economics. In this new and equally important work she renders a service to 
economists by extending the short-period analysis of capital given by Keynes in his 
General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money to show the long-run trends of 
capital accumulation, with which present-day discussion is more concerned. A final 
Note, by D. G. Champernowne and R. F. Kahn, gives a mathematical formula to 
show the effect of the rate of interest on the value of capital. (330-1) 


YOUR FUTURE IS NOW. W. J. Thorne. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 21s. 
1956. 22°§ cm. 222 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Thorne, a well-known authority on banking, makes no claim to professional 
economic knowledge. He has a sufficient grasp of modern world problems, however, 
and particularly of those of the United Kingdom, to enable him to offer various 
suggestions for their solution. His book covers a wide range—agriculture, education, 
public finance, Commonwealth and foreign relations, communism, the Far Eastern 
question—and has the merit of calling the attention of the ordinary reader to some of 
the difficulties of which he may not have been aware, but which will have to be faced 
in the future. (330-942) 


CANADA LOOKS AHEAD. Grace Laugharne. Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, 11s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 156 pages. Maps. Bibliography. 
Mrs. Laugharne has succeeded very well with this little book in which she aims at 
giving both the general reader and the business man a compact and easily digested 
survey of the main features of the Canadian economy and also an account of the 
large-scale projects for the future development of Canadian resources. Following a 
brief historical introduction there are sections devoted to the general economy, oil 
and natural gas, minerals and transport and power. (330-971) 


TWENTIETH CENTURY SOCIALISM. The Economy of To-morrow. 
Socialist Union. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 152 pages. Paper covers. 
(Penguin Specials) 

Socialist Union was founded in 1951 by a group of Labour Party members to 

reconsider the purposes and meaning of socialism. Its first publications, Socialism—a 

New Statement of Principles and Socialism and Foreign Policy attracted wide attention. 

The present book defines the meaning of equality, freedom and fellowship in 

economic life and discusses how they may be achieved through a socialist economic 

system. Although the arguments are based on conditions in Great Britain, the aim of 
the group has been to present a scheme of socialist ethics which could be applied to 

the economy of any nation. (335) 


AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY: RELATIVE INCOME. 
J. R. Bellerby in association with G. R. Allen, A. J. Boreham, D. K. Britton, 
G. Gutch, H. A. Rhee, F. D. W. Taylor, E. P. Thompson. Macmillan, 30s. 1956. 
225 cm. 382 pages. 65 tables. Bibliography. Index. 


J. R. Bellerby, former Brunner Professor of Economic Science in the University of 


Liverpool, undertook this enquiry with seven colleagues in the University of Oxford 
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Agricultural Economics Research Institute. Their object was to discover how far 
agriculture was dependent on external conditions, and, more specifically, how the 
farmer’s personal income compared with the average for the rest of the community. 
This book records their detailed research in the United Kingdom, Canada, Eire, 
Sweden and the Netherlands, and includes statistical evidence from the United States 
and fifteen other countries. It is a valuable addition to the literature of applied 
economics and statistics. (338-1) 


Law 


LAW AND STRUCTURES OF SOCIAL ACTION. Kenneth S. 
Carlston. Stevens & Sons, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 300 pages. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Library of World Affairs, No. 30) 

This important new book, by a Professor of Law in the University of Illinois, takes 

the concept of law as a social unifying element in exploring certain phases of human 

relationships today. The author examines the actions of groups and individuals and 
their relation to law in earlier and primitive communities and in the modern 
democratic State. This study covers several sociological and psychological bases of 
law, the growth of law in groups, its organisation in society al the basic problems of 
the growth of law in international society. There is a full bibliography. (340) 


CASES AND MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL LAW. 
Lester B. Orfield and Edward D. Re. Stevens & Sons, 84s. 1956. 26 cm. 798 pages. 
Tables. Index. (Library of World Affairs, No. 31) 

This volume, now issued under the auspices of the London Institute of World 

Affairs, but first published in the United States, is an up-to-date case book in thirteen 

chapters and gives the text of material on many aspects of public international law. 

Texts have been translated into English, where applicable, and the documents are 

supplemented by explanatory notes with bibliographical references. The editors are 

Professors of Law in Indiana University and St. John’s University, respectively. 

Appendices contain basic documents such as the Charter of the United Nations and 

the Statute of the International Court of Justice. (341) 


INDEX TO THE STATUTES IN FORCE. Covering the Legislation 
to December 31st, 1955. 2 vols. H.M. Stationery Office, 105s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 
2,364 pages. Tables. 

The new edition of this publication contains first a table of operative United Kingdom 

statutes in chronological order, beginning with the Statute of Marlborough in 1267, 

down to the end of 1955. References are given to the headings under which the 

particular statutes are indexed. The greater part of the work consists of an alphabetical 
subject index to the statutes, giving detailed references to the operative statute law 
on the particular subject heading. Appendices list Acts of Parliament of a local and 

rote character which are not indexed in detail. (346-1) 


THE STATUTES REVISED: NORTHERN IRELAND. Statutes 
of the United Kingdom Parliament, 1226-1950. 12 volumes. (Vol. I, Part I, 
Statutes of the Parliament of Ireland, 1310-1800. Vol. I, Part 2, Statutes of the 
Parliament of England and Great Britain, 1226-1800. Vols. II-XII, Statutes of the 
United Kingdom Parliament, 1800-1950). 

THE STATUTES REVISED: NORTHERN IRELAND. Statutes 
of the Northern Ireland Parliament, 1921-1950. Volumes A-D. 16 vols. H.M. 
Stationery Office (Belfast), £63. 1956. 25-5 cm. Indexes. 
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The object of this edition is to present a text of the statutes in force in Northern 
Ireland in as authoritative, up-to-date and convenient a form as possible. The sixteen 
volumes in this publication contain the enactment of the legislatures of five juris- 
dictions, and cover a period of over seven centuries. Before this consolidation, a 
person seeking a full text of the statute law in force in Northern Ireland would 
have had to consult no less than ninety-one volumes. The sixteen volumes contain 
acts from 1226 to 1950, the text having been revised to include any amendment made 
to the end of the year 1954. In each volume there is a chronological table listing all 
acts affecting Northern Ireland passed during the period covered by the volume. 
Each volume has an index. A chronological table and index to the whole set will be 
published in two volumes in 1957. (346-2) 


Public Administration 


THE CIVIL SERVICE in Britain and France. Edited by William A. 
Robson. Hogarth Press, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 200 pages. Index. 
The fourteen essays presented here under the editorship of the Professor of Public 
Administration at the London School of Economics and Political Science include 
nine which first appeared in 1954 as a special number of the Political Quarterly. The 
authors, who include such eminent public men as Earl Attlee, Sir Edward Bridges 
and Sir Laurence Helsby, supply authoritative contributions on recruitment of civil 
servants in the United Kingdom and France, recent trends in public administration, 
the Colonial Service, Treasury control, Whitley Councils and other related topics, 
for the information of students and all who are interested in public affairs. (351-1) 


COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNALS AND 
ENQUIRIES. Memoranda submitted by Government Departments in reply to 
a questionnaire of November 1955. Vols. I- . H.M. Stationery Office, various 
prices. 1956. 24-5 cm. Paper covers. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 
ON ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNALS AND ENQUIRIES. 
1st day- . H.M. Stationery Office, various prices. 1956. 24°5 cm. Paper covers. 

This Committee, under the Chairmanship of Sir Oliver Franks, is to consider, firstly, 

the constitution and working of administrative tribunals (other than ordinary courts 

of law) and, secondly, those administrative procedures which include the holding of 
an enquiry or hearing, especially those which concern the acquisition of land. In 
reply to a questionnaire, information has been received from eighteen government 
departments, which is reproduced in the five volumes published so far. This, together 
with the minutes of evidence taken before the Committee at the examination first 
of representatives from Government Departments and later from outside bodies 
such as political and professional bodies and individuals, constitutes a most important 
up-to-date source of information on British governmental procedure. (351-9) 


ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION. Sir Carleton Kemp Allen. 
Stevens & Sons, 15s. 1956. 255 cm. 118 pages. Tables. Index. 
A survey of the principal types of administrative jurisdiction at present constituted 
under English law. In the first section, the several types of tribunals are described. 
Part two, on ministerial jurisdiction, surveys judicial functions, such as original 
powers, arbitral and licensing jurisdiction, their managerial functions and their 
appellate jurisdiction. Finally, the author gives his general impressions of the many 
judicial agencies, such as their composition, procedure and legal representation, 
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their authority, use of precedents, system of appeals and independence. The author 
concludes ‘I do not undervalue the work which is being done by administrative 
jurisdictions, though I believe . . . that the time has come for their overhaul.’ This 
contribution was first published in the new journal Public Law. (351-9) 


EPITAPH TO INDIRECT RULE. A Discourse on Local Government 
in Africa. Ntieyong U. Akpan. Cassell, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 204 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

The author, who is a native of the Eastern Regica of Nigeria, is now an Adminis- 

trative Officer of the Regional Government. In this area there have been experiments 

in a form of local government based on the English pattern and involving a radical 
change from the earlier system of Indirect Rule. This thoughtful study of the lessons 
to be learnt from the experience of recent years has a much wider application than the 
particular part of Nigeria to which it chiefly relates, and by drawing on his knowledge 
of the pattern of local government in other countries the author gives some idea of the 
variations and improvements that might, in future, increase the stability and effective- 
ness of African local government. (352-06) 


Military Science 

GUNPOWDER AND FIREARMS IN THE MAMLUK KINGDOM. 
A Challenge to a Mediaeval Society. David Ayalon. Vallentine, Mitchell, 30s. 1956. 
22 cm. 172 pages. Notes. Indexes. 


From 1250 to 1517 Egypt and Syria were ruled by the Mamluks, an aristocracy of 
freed slaves, headed by a free-slave sultan, at first of Turkish and later of Circassian 
origin. In this book Professor Ayalon again brilliantly examines an aspect of this 
extraordinary regime. Although his study is provided with all the scholarly apparatus 
that any orientalist could desire, it should also attract the intelligent layman. Of par- 
ticular interest is his description of the opposition offered by the Mamluk aristocracy, 
for reasons of prestige, to the very necessary attempt of two sultans, towards the end 
of the 1sth century, to introduce arquebuses into the Mamluk army. For it was 
because of this opposition, and the Mamluks’ failure to develop the use of artillery in 
the field, that their whole regime so quickly collapsed before the Ottoman Turks, 
whose army was expert in the employment of both arquebuses and field-guns. (355) 


THE DECISIVE BATTLES OF THE WESTERN WORLD and 
their Influence upon History. Vol. III. From the American Civil War to the end of 
the Second World War. J. F. C. Fuller. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 45s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
680 pages. 43 maps and diagrams. Index. 


This volume completes a unique study of battles in the West since 1500 B.C. by a 
leading military historian. The whole maintains continuity as each succeeding battle 
is linked by a review of the intervening strategical developments leading up to it. 
In this volume the expansion of battles from limited to world-wide areas and influences 
is clearly described and shows rhythmic progression. Following a summary of the 
industrial revolution of the early 18th century, the narrative continues through the 
American Civil War, the Franco-Prussian War and the Russo-Japanese War, then 
deals with the foundations of the First World War and all its campaigns. A survey 
of the Third Reich leads on to the Second World War and the author’s estimates of 
that war in retrospect and prospect. The whole work is a masterly contribution to the 
history of war and civilisation. (355-48) 
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Education 
PURPOSE IN THE MODERN SCHOOL. J. J. B. Dempster. Methuen, 
7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 126 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Dempster describes briefly the historical background of the Secondary Modern 
School in Britain, but his chief aim is to analyse the main lines along which this type 
of school is developing, and to examine the methods, techniques and practices which 
contribute to the development of a sense of purpose in these schools. On the latter 
theme Dr. Dempster is particularly well informed, and in his chapter on the approach 
to the child he considers shrewdly and impartially the value of activity methods as 
opposed to more formal teaching, reaching the conclusion that there is much to be 
said for a mixture of both. Educationists should be interested in this survey of a 
branch of secondary education that is becoming increasingly important. (373) 


Transport 
PORTS OF THE WORLD, 1956. Edited by Sir Archibald Hurd. 
Associate Editor: Paul E. Chevalier. roth edition. ‘Shipping World’, 80s. 1956. 
22.5 cm. 1,654 pages. Maps. Plans. Tables. Indexes. 
This directory is in two parts: Ports of the United Kingdom, and Ports of the 
Dominions, Colonies and foreign countries. The ports are arranged alphabetically 
under countries, and the entries give general information and special details affecting 
each port. An important new feature introduced in the last edition is further 
developed in this one: that is, the replacement of the general world maps by a series 
of line drawings, showing the lay-out of certain overseas ports, which help con- 
siderably in interpreting complicated port charges which refer to sections of a port. 
All sections have again been revised, and there is new information on Central 
American ports. (387-1) 


Costume 
COSTUME CAVALCADE. Henny Har4ld Hansen. Translated from the 
Danish. Methuen, 21s. 1956. 25 cm. 160 pages of text. 104 pages of illustrations 
(including 685 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 
The first part of this book, which appeared in Danish in 1954, consists of a procession 
of coloured figures showing the development of costume design from ancient Egypt 
through Greece, Rome, Byzantium, the Middle Ages and modern Europe down to 
1954 (oriental costume is not included). The illustrations are mostly adapted from 
historical sources, of which a list is given. A descriptive commentary on this ‘costume 
cavalcade’ appears at the end of the book. The volume gives a rapid and attractive 
coup d’oeil of the clothes worn by the upper classes or, more accurately perhaps, the 
clothes in which they chose to be portrayed. The author is in charge of the costumes 
at the Danish National Museum, Copenhagen. (391-09) 


LINGUISTICS 


A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH IDIOMS. Part II. Colloquial Phrases. 
B. L. K. Henderson and G. O. E. Henderson. 2nd impression. Blackwood, 12s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 408 pages. 

In Part I of this Dictionary B. L. K. Henderson deals usefully with verbs that alter 

their meaning by the addition of various adverbs or prepositions. Part II supplements 

Part I by dealing with phrases often called common or proverbial sayings, which, not 

necessarily including a verb, are used metaphorically. With paraphrases and illust- 
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rative sentences the authors explain the meaning of such phrases as ‘small fry’, ‘sound 
as a bell’, ‘good as gold’, ‘rising tide’, among hundreds of others. This volume will be 
of great help particularly to students and readers whose mother tongue is not English. 


(423-1) 


RIGHT WORD, WRONG WORD. A Book of Synonyms with 
Explanations. V. H. Collins. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 172 pages. Index. 
The author in this third word-book completes his scheme of grouping words that are 
commonly confused as being synonymous and explaining how they differ from one 
another in meaning and usage. The book contains 355 such groups, including a larger 
proportion of common usages than its predecessors or as noticed by other writers. 
Appendices deal with archaisms, vogue words, Americanisms, pleonasms, etc., and 
with punctuation faults. The clear and unpedantic explanations and the careful choice 
of word groups make the book a valuable supplement to a dictionary. (424) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 
AUTOMATIC DIGITAL COMPUTERS. M. V. Wilkes. Methuen, 
42s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 316 pages. 9 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The Director of the Cambridge Mathematical Laboratory, a leading authority on 
automatic computers, here covers the functional and organisational aspects of such 
devices. A concise but full and accurate history of automatic computers, other than 
the graphical (‘analogue’) types, leads to a discussion of the types of organs, signals 
and operations met with currently. Preparation of directives (‘programmes’) utilising 
these is then discussed in principle and detail. The last half of the book describes the 
physical devices by which various functions are achieved, with particular attention to 
storage and retrieval of signals. There is an appendix touching on the relation between 
machinery and popular concepts of ‘intelligence’. The book is indispensable to all 
wishing to use automatic computers for commerce, translation, logic, etc., as well as 
explicitly mathematical ends. (s10-81) 


Astronomy 
INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY. Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, sos. 1956. 23 cm. $18 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
First published in America in 1954, this is one of the best introductions to astronomy 
for the student and the general reader with little knowledge of mathematics or 
physics. The author, who was born in England, is now Head of the Department of 
Astronomy in Harvard University; she combines a long experience in astronomical 
research with a gift for lucid exposition. Unlike the majority of introductory text- 
books on this subject, at least half of the text is devoted to stars, stellar systems and 
astrophysics, so that the book is a correct reflection of modern astronomical research 
in which the emphasis has shifted away from the solar system. The book is illustrated 
with a great many beautiful photographs, a number of them from the 200-inch 
telescope at Palomar. (523) 


THE PLANET VENUS. Patrick Moore. Faber, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
132 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first serious book in any language devoted entirely to a study of Venus, 

a planet of which little is known in spite of its comparative proximity. It describes the 
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observations which have been made of the planet from remote times and examines 
the conflicting theories which have been put forward to account for the observed 
facts. The author, who is Director of the Mercury and Venus Section of the British 
Astronomical Association, has considerable experience of “Cytherean’ observation and 
is well known for his ability to make his subject absorbing by his lucid presentation. 
A review of the literature of the subject, coupled with over 150 references to relevant 
papers, considerably enhances the value of the book. (523-4) 


GASEOUS NEBULAE. L. H. Aller. Chapman & Hall, 63s. 1956. 25 cm. 
338 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (International Astrophysics, 
Vol. 3) 

An excellent comprehensive review of both the observational and theoretical work 

on this importantant branch of astrophysics. Much of the material here discussed 

has previously only been available in periodical literature. The types of object 
mainly considered are the planeting nebulae and shells associated with novae rather 
than diffuse nubulae containing solid particles which are really only denser regions 

of the interstellar medium, although some discussion of these is also included. A 

chapter is devoted to stars that illuminate gaseous nebulae. The structure, internal 

motions and spectra of gaseous nebulae are discussed in detail. There are many 

beautiful photographs. (523.85) 


Physics 
THE MATHEMATICS OF DIFFUSION. J. Crank. Oxford University 
Press, 508. 1956. 245 cm. 356 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Diffusion processes are mathematically analogous to heat transference, and can there- 
fore be described by means of partial differential equations with certain initial and 
boundary conditions. When the diffusion coefficient is constant, general solutions can 
be obtained by methods familiar in heat conduction problems; in more general 
circumstances, the problems are at present not very amenable to purely analytical 
methods, and in recent years numerical and graphical processes have been pressed into 
service. Dr. Crank has taken great pains to collect, develop and expound all this 
material, and to keep it in touch with physical reality, particularly by means of many 
excellent graphs. The treatment is clear, but the mathematics is not elementary and 
the reader must be thoroughly familiar with partial derivatives, and have some 
knowledge of special functions. Granted this equipment, he will find that the book 
supplies a comprehensive account of an important domain. (532) 


SOME PROBLEMS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ATOMIC 
POWER. A Symposium held at the University of Melbourne, 28-29 October, 
1954. Edited by G. B. O'Malley and J. S. Carr. Faculty of Engineering, University 
of Melbourne (Melbourne, Australia), 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 154 pages. 

This Symposium was organised as a contribution to a greater understanding not only 

of the principles of nuclear energy liberation but of the difficulties which must be 

surmounted before this form of energy can be made available as electrical power for 
use in homes and factories. It included discussions on the economics of nuclear power, 
and on the type of institutional training needed to produce personnel fitted to 
develop an atomic energy programme, with special reference to natural resources, 
and strategic placement of reactors. This volume provides a record of discussions 
between Australian scientists and engineers with a common interest in the generation 
of atomic power, but who are working in diverse and specialised fields. (539) 
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FACING THE ATOMIC FUTURE. E. W. Titterton. Macmillan, 21s. 
1956. 22 cm. 390 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Maps. Index. 
There is a social awareness of the sociological problems resulting from the discovery 
of nuclear fission but the inherent technical difficulty of the subject has given rise to 
much confused thought. This book has been written in an effort to overcome this 
difficulty. The purpose of the author, who is a well-known nuclear scientist, is to 
make available the basic facts necessary for an understanding of the present situation 
by the intelligent layman. His well-written account of the development and appli- 
cation of nuclear energy in peace and war presents all the issues in their correct 
perspective and is recommended to all those who wish to further their understanding 
of them. (539-7) 


MASS SPECTROMETER RESEARCHES. G. P. Barnard for the 
National Physical Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 
66 pages. 4 photographs. 36 diagrams. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

These researches were undertaken with the object of obtaining a better understanding 

of the behaviour of ion sources of the electron bombardment type. The emphasis of 

the work was on the study of the electron and the ion optics involved rather than on 
the use and operation of the ion source for analytical mass spectrometry. The book, 
therefore, will primarily interest those working on the instrumentation and design 
of mass spectrometers; they will find the experimental results of the different source 
arrangements useful and interesting. (39°74) 


*kNUCLEAR POWER. The Journal of British Nuclear Engineering. Editor: 
W. Davidson. Vol. 1, No. 1, May 1956. Rowse Muir Publications. Published 
monthly. 3s.6d. per copy. 42s. per annum. (Overseas 5s.6d.; 63s. U.S.A. and 
Canada 75c.; $8). 29 cm. Illustrated. 

Another new British journal dealing with the engineering and industrial aspects of 

nuclear energy. It covers the design and construction of nuclear reactors, fabrication 

and processing of fuels, instrumentation and the production and applications of radio- 
isotopes. It is designed to serve the needs of engineers and technicians engaged in the 
design, construction and operation of nuclear power plant and equipment, and 
includes articles on the basic principles of nuclear reactor theory and reactor calcu- 
lations. Lively comment on development in the industry, and summaries in French, 
German, Spanish and Russian of the authoritative articles are included. The lay-out 
is good and the illustrations are well chosen. (539-76) 


Chemistry 

ADVANCED ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. Walter Wagner, Clarence 
J. Hull and Gerald E. Markle. Chapman & Hall, 48s. 1956. 288 pages. 23-5 cm. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


This text by three junior professors of the University of Detroit deals essentially with 
inorganic analysis. Selected methods are discussed in the first part, which includes such 
topics as the use of organic reagents, gas analysis, colorimetry, polarography, chroma- 
tography, radiochemistry and statistics. The second part deals with the determination 
and collection of elements group by group and includes even the less familiar 
elements, and numerous alternative methods. Generally one method is described in 
detail. The work is designed for the advanced student, but it should be particularly 
useful where a short text and reference is required, though the first part sometimes 
presents the subject matter a little too briefly. The book is very well produced. (543) 


544 











Anthropology 


THE YAO VILLAGE. A Study im the Social Structure of a Nyasaland 
Tribe. J. Clyde Mitchell. Manchester University Press (Manchester), 30s. 1956. 
22 cm. 254 pages. 13 photographs. 7 diagrams. Genealogy charts. 29 tables. 2 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Drawing mainly upon his own field observations, the Professor of African Studies 

at the University College of Rhodesia discusses certain features in the political 

organisation of a large and important matrilineal tribe long exposed to Moslem 
influence. He concentrates upon the village as being both a basic unit in the govern- 
mental system and a self-contained social entity. His account is perhaps too formal 
and statistically inclined, and not descriptive enough, to appeal to the non- 
professional reader; but anthropologists will find much of special interest and value 
in the chapters showing how kinship ties bear upon the growth of village communities 
and the struggle for political power. (57296897) 


Evolution 


THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES. Charles Darwin. New Introduction by 
W. R. Thompson. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. $18 pages. Diagrams. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman’s Library) 

The Origin of Species is one of the very few books of outstanding historical importance 

in science; its publication in 1858 created a furore, and the controversy over evolution 

and the descent of man is still unfinished. Darwin’s book remains of fundamental 
importance, and its literary qualities bring it within the grasp of the layman. 

It appeared in Everyman's Library in 1928 with an introduction by Sir Arthur Keith, an 

ardent champion of Darwinism. The new edition has a critical introduction by an 

avowed opponent of the theory, Dr. W. R. Thompson, who is at present Director of 

the Commonwealth Institute of Biological Control, Ottawa. (575) 


Botany 


THE STRUCTURE OF WOOD. F. W. Jane. Black, 60s. 1956. 24 cm. 
436 pages. Numerous illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The author is Professor of Botany at Royal Holloway College in the University of 
London, and this textbook contains much basic information about the growth and 
structure of woody plant tissues that will be of interest to botany students. Primarily, 
however, it has been written for those who are training as wood technologists. The 
treatment starts with a classification of the world’s timber trees, then proceeds to 
microscopic and macroscopic structure and biochemical properties of wood, then 
discusses the uses of wood in relation to structure and finally deals at some length with 
the identification of timbers. The appendix contains techniques for studying wood 
anatomy and the illustrations include a very fine series of photographs. (581-4) 


FEATURES OF EVOLUTION IN THE FLOWERING PLANTS. 
Ronald Good. Longmans, 30s. 1956. 22.5 cm. 422 pages. 162 illustrations by 
Marjorie E. Malins and the author. Bibliography. Index. 


The author is Professor of Botany in the University of Hull and is well known to 
biologists for his earlier book on The Geography of the Flowering Plants. The same wide 
vision which could embrace and call to order the world’s flowering plants has inspired 
the present book. The stimulus to this account was dissatisfaction that the main 
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evidence about evolution is confined to a few biological groups. The result is a broad 
account of the Angiosperms and a critical examination of their features as bearing 
upon evolutionary theory. The account itself will be valuable to university students 
and to naturalists acquainted only with their local floras. The conclusions, especially 
about the role of natural selection in plant evolution, will be examined closely by 
biologists. (582-13) 


DRAWINGS OF BRITISH PLANTS. Being Illustrations of the 
Species of Flowering Plants growing naturally in the British Isles. Part IX. 
Rosaceae (2). Stella Ross-Craig. Bell, 35s. 1956. 25 cm. 86 pages. 39 plates. Index. 
Paper covers. 


This part completes the Rosaceae and also the third volume of Miss Ross-Craig’s 
great work. The standard of the drawings and of the reproduction is as high as ever 
and the author is to be congratulated on maintaining so high a rate of progress in her 
task. This volume includes such familiar genera as Alchemilla, Agrimonia, Rosa 
(14 species of this difficult group are depicted), Pyrus, Sorbus and Crataegus. One is 
particularly struck in this part by the successful way in which the artist has arranged 
small herbs or large trees on the same page, maintaining the convention that the 
central drawing is life size. (582-130942) 


Zoology 


PARASITES AND PARASITISM. Thomas W. M. Cameron. Methuen, 
358. 1956. 25°5 cm. 342 pages. 152 illustrations. Bibliography. Combined glossary 
and index. 


The author, who is Professor of Parasitology in McGill University, is known for a 
series of publications about the ‘natural history’ of parasitic infections in animals and 
man. His previous works have been largely addressed to veterinary and medical 
workers, but the present book surveys parasitism from an evolutionary point of view, 
and will particularly appeal to zoology students and teachers. The first part surveys 
parasites and their complex life-cycles generally, the second examines the reactions 
and defence of the host to parasitic invasion and the third parts deals with the balance 
struck between parasite and host, or what one might call the ecology of parasitic 
diseases. (so1-s) 


A HANDBOOK FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF INSECTS 
OF MEDICAL IMPORTANCE. John Smart. With chapters on fleas by 
Karl Jordan and on Arachnids by R. J. Whittick. 3rd edition. British Museum 
(Natural History), 40s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 316 pages. 13 plates (3 in colour). 178 illust- 
rations. 12 tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The aim of this authoritative, pleasantly produced guide is to assist projects for insect 
control by providing a concise guide to all those species of the Old World now known 
to be involved in the spread of disease. Dr. Smart of the Department of Zoology, 
Cambridge University, mindful of the needs of the worker in the field, writes simply, 
liberally illustrates the text with clear drawings, concentrates on facts essential to 
accurate determination of insect species and refers only to the diseases in whose trans- 
mission they play a part. This third edition is a photo-litho reprint of the second, with 
recent references added to the lists of key papers, and other addenda and corrigenda. 
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MARSHALL’S PHYSIOLOGY OF REPRODUCTION. Vol. 1. 
Part 1. 3rd edition. Edited by A. S. Parkes. Longmans, 50s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 708 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Volume 2 is followed after a four-year interval by Volume 1, Part 1 of this standard 

work embracing the whole knowledge of the physiology of reproduction, the third 

edition of which has been almost completely rewritten. The present volume opens 

with an unrevised chapter on the breeding season written by the late Dr. F. H. A. 

Marshall and proceeds to exhaustive studies of the morphology of the reproductive 

tract and cyclical changes in the female of the lower vertebrates and mammalia. 

Besides Dr. Marshall himself, the authors of the six chapters are F. W. Rogers 

Brambell, P. Eckstein, L. Harrison Matthews and S. Zuckerman, who append to their 

contributions bibliographies invaluable to the research worker. Part 2, which will 

complete this excellent revision, will cover reproduction processes in the male, 

fertilisation, biochemical aspects and the endocrine control of reproduction. (596) 


BIRDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES. Vol. V. David Armitage Bannerman. 
Oliver & Boyd, 63s. 1956. 28 cm. 364 pages. 34 plates in colour by George E. Lodge. 
Portrait. Bibliography. Index. 

This volume is one that has been eagerly awaited, since it is devoted to the diurnal 

birds of prey, in painting which Mr. Lodge particularly excelled. Incidentally this is 

not, of course, the last volume of the work, as was erroneously stated in the review 
of volume 4; there are at least five more volumes to appear. It can be said at once that 
many of the illustrations are quite outstanding and naturalists will hasten to acquire 
this book for the plates alone, despite the increase in price. The text maintains the 
wide authoritativeness and leisurely presentation which made the preceding volumes 
so great a pleasure to read. (598-2942) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 


SWIRE’S HANDBOOK FOR THE ASSISTANT NURSE. 3rd edition, 
edited and revised by Ruby Thora Farnol. Bailliére, 15s. 1956. 21 cm. 336 pages. 
176 illustrations. Glossary. Index. (Bailliére’s Handbooks for Nurses) 

This standard textbook covers the syllabus laid down by the General Nursing Council 

for the State-enrolled Assistant Nurse examinations. The new edition, revised to 

include additional nursing procedures now required of assistant nurses, follows the 
same arrangement as former ones, proceeding from elements of anatomy and physio- 
logy, hygiene and public health, first aid and the care of the hospital patient, to notes 
on tuberculosis, cancer and venereal diseases. Finally there is a chapter on the care of 
children. The style is simple and the text is set out to facilitate study. (610-73) 


THE HAZARDS TO MAN OF NUCLEAR AND ALLIED 
RADIATIONS. Medical Research Council. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s.6d. 
1956. 245 cm. 136 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9780) 

As a result of public concern, the government requested the Medical Research 

Council to appoint a committee to review the available evidence regarding the effects 

of nuclear and allied radiations on the individual and his descendants. The committee’s 

report considers the nature of such hazards including those from ionizing radiations 
used for medical and industrial purposes and also the extent to which they are con- 
trollable; advises on the limitation of the use of ionizing radiations, on the dose level 








to the individual and to the population, the hazards from external radiation owing to 
fall-out from test explosions and also from internal radiation; makes recommen- 
dations regarding specific uses of all sources of radiation, and, as a basis for studies on 
the genetic effects of radiations, presses for more detailed information in the regist- 
ration of births, marriages and deaths. (612-014482) 


BIOCHEMISTRY OF THE EYE. Antoinette Pirie and Ruth Van 
Heyningen. Blackwell (Oxford), 35s. 1956. 23 cm. 332 pages. 12 plates. Diagrams. 
Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


Broadly, the aim of the authors in their monograph based on research work in the 
Nuffield Laboratory of Ophthalmology, Oxford, is, by recording their present views 
of biochemical processes in the sound and diseased eye, to encourage research which 
will promote improved methods of diagnosis and treatment. The arrangement pro- 
ceeds from full studies of the composition and metabolism of the lens, transport into 
and out of it, to experimental and senile cataract. There follow chapters on the cornea, 
chemical aspects of vision, metabolism of the retina and the vitreous body. While the 
authors do not reproduce a description of the mechanism of its formation, they 
discuss the biochemistry of the aqueous humour and of the ciliary body. There is a 
final chapter on ocular manifestations of malnutrition. The monograph is excellently 
documented and has some fine electronmicrograms. (612-84) 


HUTCHISON’S FOOD AND THE PRINCIPLES OF DIETETICS. 
Revised by V. H. Mottram and George Graham. 11th edition. Edward Arnold, 4os. 
1956. 22 cm. 648 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Index. 


This pioneer work, first published in 1900, reappears edited by the former Professor 
of Physiology at King’s College of Household and Social Science (now Queen 
Elizabeth College), London University, and a Consulting Physician to 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. It presents current knowledge of the nature of 
foods and applies this to dict in normal life, in different climates, in infancy and in the 
treatment of the sick. Most of this edition has been revised or rewritten, for example, 
the sections on mineral elements, vitamins, hygiene of food, sprue, the fatty diarrhoeas, 
liver diseases, diabetes mellitus, gastric ulcer, cardiac oedema and low sodium and 
potassium diets. Introduced for the first time are accounts of weaning babies to solid 
foods, allergy, hypoglycaemia due to various causes and some new treatments. 
A comprehensive, reliable, straightforward and readable reference and textbook. 


(613-2) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN PHARMACOLOGY. J. M. Robson and 
C. A. Keele. 2nd edition. Churchill, 40s. 1956. 21 cm. $14 pages. 67 illustrations. 
10 tables. Bibliography. Index. 


Like other volumes in this series, this is a critical estimate of present views on topics 
of special interest and a review of the literature, giving essential references. Although 
some drugs discussed in the first edition are represented again here in revised form, 
Professors Robson and Keele have virtually produced a new work in which the most 
important substances developed since 1950 find a place. Among the new subjects 
chosen for this authoritative, well documented survey, are noradrenaline and adrena- 
line, hypotensive drugs, histamine and $-hydroxytryptamine, chlorpromazine and 
antiemetics, chemotherapy of tuberculosis, salicylates, phenylbutazone and drugs in 
gout, nucleotoxic drugs and radiation hazards. (615) 
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DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF DISEASES IN THE 
TROPICS. H. C. Trowell. 3rd edition. Bailliére, 12s.6d. 1956. 17 cm. 344 pages. 
37 illustrations. Index. (Bailliére’s Elementrary Tropical Handbooks) 

Written by the Lecturer in Medicine in the Uganda Medical School, this handbook 

is intended for nurses, dressers and intelligent laymen concerned with sickness in the 

tropics, especially in Africa. It is written in simple language for those whose English 
is slight, but assumes a knowledge of technical terms. This greatly revised edition 
includes much new material, for example, on children’s diseases, drugs and prescrip- 
tions, blood transfusions, malnutrition including kwashiorkor, typhus, gastric and 
duodenal ulcers, filariasis, leprosy, the antibiotics and sulphonamides, and many other 
subjects. (616) 


MEDICAL BACTERIOLOGY including Elementary Mycology and 
Parasitology. Sir Lionel Whitby and Martin Hynes. 6th edition. Churchill, 30s. 
1956. 21 cm. $48 pages. 103 illustrations. 23 tables. Index. 


Compact in form and content, this textbook by the Regius Professor of Physics in 
Cambridge University and the Clinical Pathologist, Royal Northern Hospital, 
London, maintains its popularity among medical students, to whose curriculum it 
conforms, rather than to that of the postgraduate student of bacteriology. It sum- 
marises the salient facts relating to bacteria, fungi and parasites and emphasises the 
epidemiology, pathology, symptoms, diagnosis, mode of infection, immunisation and 
treatment of the diseases caused by them. This edition has three important alterations: 
a chapter on arthropod vectors of disease is introduced, that on antibiotics is expanded 
and to the revised chapter on diseases produced by fungi new illustrations by Dr. R. W. 
Riddell are added. (616-01) 


THE PATHOLOGY AND SURGERY OF THE VEINS OF THE 
LOWER LIMB. Harold Dodd and Frank B. Cockett. Livingstone, 65s. 1956. 
25°§ cm. 472 pages. 313 illustrations (some in colour). Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. R. R. Linton in his foreword to this book, written by surgeons to St. Mary’s 

Hospital and St. Thomas’s Hospital, London, considers it to be the best on the subject. 

In the first of three parts, Dr. S. T. Anning and Mr. C. I. Murphie contribute, respec- 

tively, an historical survey and a chapter on the physiology of the venous circulation; 

surgical anatomy is also discussed. Parts 2 and 3 deal with the pathology and surgery 
of superficial, and deep and communicating veins, particular care being given to the 
elucidation of clinical diagnosis, the technique and interpretation of venography, and 
pathological physiology, as well as to surgical procedures, conservative treatment, 
and post-operative care. The text is detailed and careful, beautifully illustrated and 
thoroughly documented; altogether a work to be commended to surgeons and 
practitioners. (616-1) 


GOOD HEALTH WITH DIABETES. A Patient’s Handbook. Ian Murray. 
3rd edition. Livingstone, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. $2 pages. 2 illustrations. Table. Paper 
covers. 

While the whole revised text of this handbook by the Physician in Charge of the 

Department for Metabolic Diseases in the Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow, is so helpful 

that its study can make intelligent diabetics relatively independent, some chapters of it 

clearly present essential information for those unaccustomed to applying written 
instructions. The chapter on Planning the Menu may be beyond the capacity of the 
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latter, but the many specimen diets are easily comprehensible, as is most of the advice 
for dealing with emergencies. There are also useful chapters on taking insulin and 
testing urine. (616-46) 


HANDBOOK OF CHEST SURGERY FOR NURSES. J. Leigh 
Collis in collaboration with L. E. Mabbit. 4th edition revised by J. Leigh Collis. 
Bailliére, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 204 pages. 14 plates. 120 illustrations in text. Index. 

A thoracic surgeon in collaboration with a surgical ward sister at the Brompton 

Hospital, London, provides this useful textbook for nurses specialising in chest surgery. 

It gives the basic anatomy and physiology before clinical principles and describes, 

with effective illustration, breathing and postural exercises. The chapters devoted to 

surgery also deal very adequately with pre- and post-operative medical treatment. 

In this edition there is much revision, for the most part due to the use of improved 

antibiotics in pulmonary tuberculosis and in inflammatory conditions. The sections 

on surgery of the heart and oesophagus are brought into line with present teaching. 


(617) 


THE DENTAL TREATMENT OF MAXILLO-FACIAL INJURIES. 
Sir William Kelsey Fry and Terence Ward. 2nd edition. Blackwell (Oxford), 473.6d. 
1956. 23 cm. 384 pages. 383 illustrations (11 in colour). Index. 

Originally written with a supplement by four members of the Maxillo-Facial Unit 

at East Grinstead, three of whom, having left the team, are succeeded by Mr. Ward, 

this important reference work is now reissued in one volume, thoroughly revised to 
take cognisance of improved methods, materials and drugs. Besides fully dealing with 
principles, clinical diagnosis, radiology, initial hospital treatment, complications, and 
all that concerns surgical techniques, there are chapters on general health and feeding 
and rehabilitation. Sir Archibald McIndoe contributes a chapter on ‘Fractures of the 
Middle Third of the Face’, and Mr. I. R. H. Kramer on “Sulphonamide and Antibiotic 
Therapy’. The second edition again takes a pre-eminent place in this field. (617-6) 


A MANUAL OF ANAESTHETIC TECHNIQUES. William J. Pryor. 
Wright (Bristol), 27s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 234 pages. 77 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Designed as a working handbook for house surgeons and less experienced anaesthetic 

registrars, this may also prove useful to established anaesthetists for quick reference on 

practical points. It leaves theoretical aspects of anaesthetic administration to the text- 
books, and therefore, in a book of modest size, can deal in detail with those anaes- 
thetics and techniques whose value is established. The author plunges straight into the 
subject with descriptions of the anaesthetic room and equipment, then discusses 
the properties of agents and general and special techniques. In the second half of the 
manual, he elucidates the choice and use of anaesthesia in different surgical conditions, 
and in childhood and old age, giving special attention to hazards. The volume is 
usefully illustrated. (617-96) 


COMYNS BERKELEY’S PICTORIAL MIDWIFERY. An Atlas 
of Midwifery for Pupil Midwives. sth edition. Revised by D. M. Stern. Bailliére, 
15s. 1956. 23 cm. 176 pages. 227 illustrations (3 in colour) including additional 
drawings by Susan Robinson. (Bailliére’s Handbooks for Nurses) 

As Examiner to the Central Midwives Board, the editor is well qualified to undertake 

the thorough revision necessitated by the introduction of many new techniques, 
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drug and treatments during the last fifteen years and by changes in midwifery 
teaching. This is an atlas with each drawing concisely described, designed to augment 
the instruction of the standard textbooks in the basic principles of anatomy, physio- 
logy, normal and abnormal pregnancy, and labour and the puerperium. Susan 
Robinson’s fifty-five new drawings are an important feature in the fifth edition, 
which for its clarity and simplicity can be recommended for the instruction of mid- 
wives whose mother tongue is not English. (618) 


Engineering: Electrical 
DEVELOPMENT OF POWER CABLES. P. V. Hunter and J. Temple 
Hazell. Newnes, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 78 illustrations. Index. 


Written by engineers with long association with the manufacture of power cables, 
this book gives an authoritative survey in a very readable form. The early attempts 
to find a satisfactory insulant are described in some detail, and this care is also given to 
the historical development of the high voltage cable, including oil-filled and gas- 
pressure types. There is also a chapter on recent developments, including mention 
of the 100kV.D.C. submarine cable recently installed in Sweden. Much of the 
material was gathered by Mr. Hunter in the course of preparing his Presidential 
Address to the Institution of Electrical Engineers; it will make absorbing reading for 
students of electrical history. (621-319) 


— Structural 


THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF ENGINEERING 
FOUNDATIONS. F. D. C. Henry. Foreword by Professor R. H. Evans. 
Spon, 63s. 1956. 23 cm. $48 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


It is unusual to find under one cover a treatise on foundation design and construction 
which deals with such a wide range of complementary subjects. The comparatively 
new science of soil mechanics together with the problems associated with the design 
and construction of many types of foundations, including strip foundations, Bt 
retaining walls, piling and bridge abutments, are dealt with extensively, and some 
of the latest published results of relevant research are incorporated. Many parts of 
the book constitute an exposition of the application of the recommendations of the 
relevant British Codes of Practice; at the same time, comparisons are sometimes made 
with the appropriate American Code counterparts, a feature that will interest readers 
in those parts of the world which are not ‘married’ to British practice. (624:15) 


—— Transport 


CONCRETE ROADS: Design and Construction. Road Research Labora- 
tory. H.M. Stationery Office, 25s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 422 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


This outstanding and authoritative book on concrete road construction deals with 
the principles underlying the design of concrete roads, the technology of good con- 
crete and the machines and equipment used in construction. Details of tests and 
conclusions from the results are given so that every statement carries conviction. It is 
not a manual of road construction but rather a treatise on the subject embodying the 
fruit of research carried out at the Road Research Laboratory and the experience of 
many other centres. It is of great significance not only to the road engineer but to all 
interested in concrete technology. (625-7) 
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—— Sanitary 
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION: Its Origins and Prevention. A. R. Meetham. 
2nd edition, revised. Pergamon Press, 63s. 1956. 22 cm. 310 pages. 82 diagrams. 
28 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A good, rather elementary, account of fuels, industrial furnaces and domestic fuel- 
burning equipment as a background to air pollution arising from combustion. The 
nature and measurement of air pollution are described. In this edition, the foregoing 
chapters, comprising the first 213 pages, are unchanged. The remainder of the book 
has been enlarged to include further published knowledge, particularly over the past 
four years. The chapters on ‘Prevention of Atmosphere Pollution’ and “The Law and 
its Administration’ are little altered and it is unfortunate that the book was published 
too early to include the important and widespread provisions of the Clean Air Act 
which reached the Statute Book in July, 1956. Dr. Meetham is a recognised authority, 
drawing widely on the experience and work of the British Fuel Research Station. 
(628-5) 
Aeronautics 
ALPINE PILOT. Hermann Geiger. Translated from the French by Alan 
Tuppen. Cassell, 10s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 104 pages. 40 photographs (1 in colour). 
6 drawings in text. 
Hermann Geiger is the chief pioneer in the art of landing light aircraft in small spaces 
high up on the mountains. Through years of practice he has become extremely skilled 
in this difficult and dangerous work. He uses it for the rescue of distressed climbers 
and for the transportation of stores; he also lands mountaineers and ski-ers at the base 
of their peaks or passes, thus saving them the preliminary ascent. In this book he 
describes how he came to take on this unusual work. He also gives some interesting 
accounts of his more exciting experiences. (629-133) 


Agriculture 
A TEXTBOOK OF GENERAL AGRICULTURE. James Gillespie 
and P. Hathaway. Macdonald, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 368 pages. 33 photographs. 
47 illustrations in text. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This book has been written principally for the young student of agriculture who 
requires a grounding in scientific farming. The authors are well qualified for this 
work, having been concerned for a number of years with agricultural education at 
the Essex Institute of Agriculture. They cover a wide variety of subjects, including soil 
science, mechanics, practical botany and zoology, animal physiology and nutrition, 
etc., in a style which makes for easy understanding, and the whole is well illustrated 
with photographs and diagrams. At the same time they succeed in tying up this 
scientific information with practical considerations. (630) 


DIMBILIL: THE STORY OF A KENYA FARM. E. Whittall. 
Barker, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 158 pages. 17 photographs. End-paper maps. 
The recent troubles in Kenya have inspired a flood of books on the country, many of 
them of little or no value. This volume is concerned with one man’s life as a farmer 
in the years since the war and has much more enduring value. While he touches on the 
Mau Mau troubles and, broadly speaking, supports the general outlook of the white 
settler, his narrative deals chiefly with the day-to-day life of his farm and the people, 
crops, and the animals. The photographs are very attractive and enhance a book which 
is both a description of practical farming and a thoughtful consideration of the 
problems of agriculture and land use. (630°96762) 
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Horticulture 


MODERN RHODODENDRONS. E. H. M. Cox and P. A. Cox. Nelson, 

21s. 1956. 23 cm. 208 pages. 27 drawings (4 in colour) by Margaret Stones. Index. 
This guide to the selection and cultivation of these popular flowering shrubs is 
comprehensive in the sense that it includes all species and hybrids likely to be worth 
growing in Britain or in other countries with a similar climatic range. The term 
‘modern’ is not narrowly interpreted and many well-known species appear along with 
recent introductions and new hybrids. The authors are experienced Scottish growers, 
the elder of whom has studied rhododendrons also in the United States and in Burma. 
They deal concisely with shelter, light, soil, feeding, propagation, diseases and pests. 
The drawings, and particularly the colour plates, are admirable. (635-97) 


Business Management 


AUTOMATION. A Report on the Technical Trends and their impact on 
Management and Labour. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 


H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 1956. 25 cm. 114 pages. 27 illustrations. 9 tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper covers. 


The main purpose of this report is to put automation into perspective and to assess 
its probable future impact on industry. It discusses the development of automation 
as an overlapping process of mechanisation, automatic control and electronic data 
processing, and reveals that our knowledge of the technical possibilities is far greater 
than our understanding of the consequential economic and social problems. It suggests 
lines of research which might be followed in order to increase our knowledge of this 
aspect. The report is a concise statement of current thinking on this subject, directed 
not only towards management and workers, but also towards the general reader who 
requires a clear and unbiased statement of the technical and economic issues involved. 


(658-2) 


AUTOMATION: Friend or Foe? R. H. Macmillan. Cambridge University Press, 
8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 108 pages. 11 illustrations. Diagram. Bibliography. Index. 


The author is a well-known authority on control systems and has lectured widely in 
Britain and America. Based on lectures given at the Royal Institution in 1955, this 
book describes in simple language the principles of automatic control and their 
application in the design of automatic factories. The author discusses the social and 
economic problems which have arisen as the result of automation and comments 
briefly on its likely consequences. A separate chapter is devoted to the development 
and applications of computers in factory and office. The coverage of such a wide field 
in such a short space leads to some over-simplification, nevertheless, the general reader 
who wishes to appreciate the issues involved will find the book worthy of study. 


(658-2) 


MEASUREMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY. A Study of Work, Pay- 
ment, and Individual Capacity. Elliott Jaques. Tavistock Publications, 15s. 1956. 
22*5 cm. 158 pages. 5 diagrams. Table. Index. 


In the course of the research project into a London engineering factory on which 
Dr. Jaques has already reported in his The Changing Culture of a Factory he found that 
one of the most unsettling factors for employees was the absence of a defined wage 
and salary structure. He believes that such a structure, based on responsibility-bearing, 
already operates without being recognised, but that the level of responsibility could 
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and should be measured exactly, by the methods which he suggests, and the results 
translated into a definite system of staff grading. His theories should interest indust- 
rialists and administrators in general. (658-3) 


FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. The Centenary History of Lewis’s. 
Asa Briggs. Foreword by the Earl of Woolton. Batsford, 18s. 1956. 23 cm. 242 pages. 
74 illustrations (7 in colour). Tables. Index. 

In this well-produced book Professor Briggs describes the spectacular development 

of the small men’s clothing store opened in Liverpool in 1856 by David Lewis into 

the great department store of the present day, with branches in Manchester, Birming- 
ham, Glasgow, Leeds, Hanley, Leicester, Bristol and London. In its narrower interest 
the book provides useful illustrative material for the student of retail trade organisa- 
tion. Its wider appeal is to the social historian and the general reader, who will be 
fascinated by its story and amusing pictures of the changing shopping habits and 
fashions of the last century. (658-871) 


Chemical Technology 


FLUIDIZATION. Edited by Donald F. Othmer. Chapman & Hall, 56s. 1956. 
23°5 cm. 240 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The use of chemical processes employing fluidised beds is less than twenty years old, 
but this technique has already become of outstanding importance especially in the 
petroleum industry. So far information has been available in isolated papers, and this 
volume contains papers on the subject presented at a conference in U.S.A. by 
American specialists. They deal with background data, material and energy balances, 
design, control, application and operation. The authors have made important contri- 
butions to the subject,-the treatment is authoritative and the information is presented 
concisely and clearly. The book, which is very well produced, is thoroughly recom- 
mended to development and process chemists and to chemical engineers. (660-28) 


Manufactures: Wood 


A HANDBOOK OF HARDWOODS. Department of Scientific and 

Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 17s.6d. 1956. 276 pages. Tables. Index. 
Superseding A Handbook of Empire Timbers and A Handbook of Homegrown Timbers 
as far as hardwoods are concerned, this volume gives in detail the physical charac- 
teristics of over two hundred species of hardwood and, unlike its predecessors, is not 
confined to Empire and homegrown woods. It should be appreciated that in practice 
there will be some variation in the performance and use given for these woods but, 
nevertheless, the information on each should prove of great assistance to anyone in 
the timber and timber consuming industries. Tables of properties, types of saws and 
kiln schedules are included, but figures showing mechanical and physical properties 
given in the tables in the two earlier handbooks have been omitted. (674) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 

Architecture 

ROMAN MORNINGS. James Lees-Milne. Wingate, 17s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 

156 pages. 14 plates. Drawings and plans in text. Bibliography. Index. 

James Lees-Milne has for some years been Architectural Adviser to the National Trust, 
and has written a number of books of popular appeal on Britain’s architectural past. 
Roman Mornings should attract the more discerning. From sixteen centuries of the 
history of Rome he chooses eight buildings of the Ancient Roman, Early Christian, 
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Romanesque, Renaissance, Baroque and Rococo periods, and comments on them 
with knowledge, grace and critical perception. This is a delightful volume, a charming 
and instructive companion for the traveller or the stay-at-home. (720-9456) 


THE BUILDING OF MALTA during the period of the Knights of 
St. John of Jerusalem, 1530-1795. J. Quentin Hughes. Tiranti, 42s. 1956. 22 cm. 
256 pages. 332 illustrations. Map. Glossary. Biographical notes. Bibliography. 
Index. ( Tiranti Library) 

This volume, the first comprehensive study of the remarkable architectural heritage 

of Malta, is the work of a young architect with a growing reputation in the fields of 

criticism and history. Dr. Hughes served on the island as an army officer during the 
late war, and was able to assemble an impressive amount of information, which he has 

now fitted skilfully and concisely into a very well documented book. Both as a 

scholarly guide to the island’s historic architecture and as a detailed source of reference, 

it could hardly be bettered. (720-9458) 


Sculpture 


CONTEMPORARY SCULPTURE: An Evolution in Volume and Space. 
Carola Giedion-Welcker. Selective bibliography by Bernard Karpel. Faber, 63s. 
1956. 26 cm. 360 pages. Illustrations. Facsimilies. Diagrams. Index. 

This revised and expanded version of the author’s Modern Plastic Art (1937) is a 

comprehensive pictorial survey of the modern movement in sculpture, containing 

numerous photographic illustrations, many of works in open-air surroundings, an 
additional Introduction, a biographical section with notes on and photographs of the 
artists, and a classified Bibliography of Modern Art and Sculpture prepared by 

Bernard Karpel, Librarian of the Museum of Modern Art, New York. In the running 

commentary which accompanies the illustrations, as well as in her two Introductions, 

the author aims at explaining the underlying ideas which have determined the forms 
and aesthetics of modern sculpture. There is much careful documentation combined 
with a searching appraisal of the formal problems involved in the plastic expression 
of the avant-garde movement. (735°29) 


Drawing 


MORE BIRDS TO DRAW. Raymond Sheppard. HOW TO DRAW 
POND LIFE. Vere Temple. Studio Publications, 5s. each. 1956. 17°5 cm. 
64 pages. Numerous drawings. (“How To Do It’ Series) 

Two additional titles in a well-established series designed for the sketching enthusiast. 

Vere Temple shows how the precise lines and changing shapes of the numerous 

inhabitants of an English fresh-water pond lend themselves to the pencil or crayon; 

Raymond Sheppard makes an attractive anthology of land birds ranging from the 

homely chaffinch to birds of paradise and other exotic inmates of a zoo. (743) 


PICTORIAL ANATOMY OF THE HUMAN FIGURE. Frederic 
Taubes. Thames & Hudson, 18s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 10 pages of text and 106 pages of 
drawings. Title page and endpaper drawings. 

In this ‘informal sketchbook’ anatomy is considered solely from the viewpoint of the 

practising painter. Anatomical drawings of the whole body, both male and female, 

as well as separate parts, are given an imaginative interpretation and setting by the 
author who does not hesitate to use ‘echoes’ of old and contemporary masters. The 
text is reduced to a minimum, the aim being to focus attention primarily on those 
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bones and muscles which are the concern of the painter. The book will be helpful and 
stimulating to the student draughtsman. The author has written a number of American 
textbooks on painting and drawing in addition to holding several teaching posts in 
the United States and Canada. (743) 


Glassware 


BRITISH TABLE AND ORNAMENTAL GLASS. L. M. Angus- 
Butterworth. Leonard Hill, 42s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 140 pages. 216 illustrations. Frontis- 
piece in colour. Glossary. Index. 

The development of the fine glass industry is the subject of this book by a director 

of the old-established firm of Butterworth which has been making glass since 1795. 

Mr. Angus-Butterworth studies the evolution and products, both historical and con- 

temporary, of the leading glass manufacturers of today, concluding with two chapters 

on the home and export glass markets. The historical sections are more concerned 
with technical innovations than with systematic classification of styles and shapes, but 
the book is a useful auxiliary to the academic and antiquarian monographs on glass, 
containing miscellaneous and authoritative information accompanied by illustrations 
which skilfully juxtapose examples of old and modern glassware. (748-0942) 


Painting 
LANDSCAPE INTO ART. Kenneth Clark. Reprint. Penguin Books, 5s. 
1956. 18 cm. 116 illustrations. Index. Paper covers. 

Sir Kenneth Clark’s subject is man’s relation to nature as expressed in landscape 
painting. Different conceptions of nature have prevailed in various epochs causing 
corresponding changes in the painter’s response. His attempts to reduce the complexity 
of natural forms to pictorial expression are brilliantly analysed, with special focus on 
the 19th century when landscape painting was the dominant art. Finally, the author 
considers how far the modes of vision examined throw light on the landscape painting 
of the present day. The plates, reproducing pictures in European and American 
galleries, illustrate the different approaches to nature and together with the text greatly 
enlarge our appreciation of landscape painting. (758) 


FUSELI STUDIES. Frederic Antal. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 35s. 1956. 25*5 cm. 
188 pages. 64 plates. Index. 
Dr. Antal’s posthumously published book (he died in 1954) is concerned with the 
place of Henry Fuseli (1741-1825) in 19th century English and continental art, with 
special emphasis on his stylistic links with 16th century Italian Mannerism. Fuseli, born 
in Switzerland but early settled in London, was an important figure in artistic circles. 
His paintings and drawings exemplify two trends dominant at the beginning of the 
19th century—the irrationalism of the early Romantic movement and the realistic 
classicism characteristic of the French Revolutionary epoch. His ambiguous per- 
sonality and many-sided achievement pose problems of analysis attractive to contem- 
porary art historians; Dr. Antal’s interpretations are a substantial contribution to the 
literature on a painter whose work has a psychological interest sometimes over- 


weighing purely painterly values. (759°2) 
WILLIAM NICHOLSON. Lillian Browse. Hart-Davis, 50s. 1956. 25 cm. 
144 pages. $5 plates (1 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 


This catalogue raisonné of the oil paintings by Sir William Nicholson (1872-1949) has 
been prepared by Lillian Browse, well known for her studies of Sickert and Degas. 
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The plates and a 27-page introductory appreciation of Nicholson’s engaging 
personality precede the Catalogue, which lists a total of 651 items. The still-lifes, 
portraits and downland landscapes, for which Nicholson was famous, represent the 
continuance of the Whistler tradition in English painting as well as displaying a 
‘luscious handling of pigment’; for the first time they are critically and objectively 
studied. (759-2) 


LORENZO LOTTO. Bernard Berenson. Phaidon Press, 63s. 1956. 27 cm. 
486 pages. 399 illustrations (9 in colour). Topographical indexes. 
The Venetian artist Lorenzo Lotto (1480-1556) was the subject of one of the earliest 
books (published in 1895, 2nd edition 1901) by the present doyen of art historians and 
connoisseurs of Italian painting. Professor Berenson has here revised and expanded 
his original text into a monograph that is both gracious in style and scholarly in 
method. The attractive personality of the artist, described by Berenson as ‘a kindred 
soul in another age’, emerges clearly from the text, which takes the reader phase by 
phase through the artist’s life, sensitively describing the pictures which are reproduced 
in the plates. Lotto’s complete works—portraits, allegories, religious paintings, 


intarsia designs—are displayed in this volume, which maintains the notable record of 
the Phaidon Press. (759°5) 


Photography 


THE TECHNIQUE OF PHOTOGRAPHING BIRDS. John Warham. 
Focal Press, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 200 pages. Numerous photographs and drawings. 
Index. 

Mr. Warham’s book has been exceptionally well prepared to convey as comprehen- 

sively as possible the technique and equipment necessary for tackling the portrayal 

of birds in their natural surroundings. An elementary knowledge of photography is 
required of the reader, as the illustrations demonstrate the various aspects of technique. 

The contents: The Choice of Equipment, Birds and their Nests, More Difficult Sites, 

Birds and Flash, In the Tropics, and there is an illustrated guide to British birds. (779) 


Music 
THE MUSIC IN ENGLISH DRAMA. From Shakespeare to Purcell. 
J. S. Manifold. Rockliff, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 218 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

It is one of the ironies of musical history that so little of the music composed for the 
plays of this important period now survives. Mr. Manifold’s painstaking work makes 
it clear that its uses were far wider than might appear from extant stage directions, and 
he has clarified many ambiguous terms. He makes some practical suggestions for the 
provision of music in modern productions of these plays which should be helpful to 
schools and universities. But in the tricky matter of the identification of the original 
instruments, Mr. Manifold writes with a certain naive enthusiasm, so that not all his 
conjectures can be accepted without question. (782-8) 


SEVEN CENTURIES OF POPULAR SONG. A Social History of 
Urban Ditties. Reginald Nettel. Phoenix House, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 248 pages. 
12 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Written by an indefatigable specialist in the musical aspects of English social history, 

this book contains a mass of information garnered from various sources. It presents 

a picture of music both as a social force and as an art, subject itself to social stimuli, 


$57 








from the middle ages right down to modern times. Mr. Nettel is not concerned with 
purely musical values; he writes with a lively enthusiasm which should appeal to 
the average student of the fringes of music. The sheer quantity of quotation of prose 
and verse texts is rather excessive. (784°3) 


TOSCANINI and the Art of Orchestral Performance. Robert Charles 
Marsh. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 252 pages. Chronology. 
This sensibly factual book by Professor Marsh, an American “High-Fidelity’ enthusiast, 
should be of as absorbing interest to the student of conducting and orchestral playing 
as to the collector of records. It analyses the methods used by Toscanini (now 87) in 
rehearsing, and in communicating his interpretation to an audience. Professor Marsh 
carefully studies the changes in his style in the light of his continual search for 
perfection in orchestral balance. An extensive section is devoted to a detailed and 
important list of all Toscanini’s numerous recordings with a critical estimate of their 
technical and musical merits. (785) 


HOW TO IMPROVISE PIANO ACCOMPANIMENTS. 
J. Raymond Tobin. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 56 pages. Musical 
examples. Paper covers. 

Many pianists of moderate technique, while confident in playing from a printed 

page, feel at a loss when required to improvise an accompaniment for a singer, an 

‘appreciation’ class or the like. This helpful book offers them a course of simple 

exercises which present various aspects of improvised accompanying, based on 

scales, principles of modulation, etc. Each stage is clearly presented, with the aid of 
copious musical illustrations and a nice blend of statement and reasoned exhortation. 

Mr. Tobin writes from long experience as a practising musician. (786-4) 


The Theatre 


GREEK THEATRE PRODUCTION. T. B. L. Webster. Methuen, 
258. 1956. 22-5 cm. 222 pages. 38 illustrations. Index. 
The Greek drama originated in Athens and the greater part of Professor Webster's 
book is properly devoted to Athenian stage conditions which served as a model to 
later theatres all over the Greek world. His survey embraces both tragedy and the 
Old and New Comedy, the evidence being drawn partly from classical literature 
but even more from works of art. If much of this material is already familiar, still 
no English scholar has compared and analysed it over so wide a field. He describes 
later conditions in Sicily, the islands, Asia Minor and Africa and sums up with a 
short history of Greek theatrical art. (792-0938) 


THEATRE IN THE EAST. A Survey of Asian Dance and Drama. 
Faubion Bowers. Nelson, 42s. 1956. 24 cm. 384 pages. Numerous photographs. 
Endpaper drawing in colour. Bibliography. Index. 

It is impossible in a single volume to cover fully dance and drama in fourteen Asian 

countries from India to Japan and Indonesia. But no one is better qualified than 

Mr. Bowers to make a survey and he has succeeded in giving an account packed 

with information which will be new to Western readers. The illustrations, so 

important in a book of this type, are excellent. The bibliography makes no pretence 
of completeness. Both travellers and stay-at-homes interested in the theatre in some 

of its most ancient forms will enjoy the book. (792-095) 
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Television 
TELEVISION IN THE MAKING. Edited by Paul Rotha. Focal Press, 
25s. 1956. 22 cm. 216 pages. 4 plans. Index. 

This is the most valuable survey of television practice, techniques and potentialities 
to have been published in Britain. Twenty authors, British and American, combine 
under the editorship of the well-known documentary film-maker and author, Paul 
Rotha, to describe in individual articles the complete field of television. The book is 
divided into three parts: Programmes and Producers, covering drama production, 
script-writing, documentary television, variety, outside (or remote) broadcasts, 
television news, etc.; Studios and Services, technical papers on studio organisation, 
lighting, design, sound, etc.; The Scope of Television, more general articles on the 
world position of television, criticism of television, and the relation of television to 
advertising. Paul Rotha contributes a penetrating assessment of the range and 
significance of the medium (artistic, social, international). A very complete and 
authoritative Glossary of Television and Film Terms is included, diagrams illustrate 
studio lay-out for television production, and there is extensive quotation from 
television scripts. (792-95) 


Sports and Games 

THE SIEGE OF NANGA PARBAT, 1856-1953. Paul Bauer. 
Translated from the German by R. W. Rickmers. Preface by Sir John Hunt. 
Hart-Davis, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 212 pages. 23 illustrations. 2 maps. 

The history of Nanga Parbat (26,620 ft.) is the most tragic of all mountain histories, 

for thirty-one lives were lost during the five organised attempts to climb it between 

1932 and 1953, when the summit was at last reached by a lone Austrian, Hermann 

Biihl. The author is well qualified to write such a book as this, for he was leader of 

one of the expeditions and took a prominent part in another. From his accounts the 

reader obtains a clear picture of the mountain and the arduous and dangerous attempts 


made upon it. (796-52) 


EAST OF EVEREST. An Account of the New Zealand Alpine Club Himalayan 
Expedition to the Barun Valley in 1954. Sir Edmund Hillary and George Lowe. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 21s. 1956. 25 cm. 72 pages of text (including 3 maps) and 48 
pages of photographs. 

A year after his success on Everest Sir Edmund Hillary took a strong party of the 

New Zealand Alpine Club (including another Everest man, George Lowe) to explore 

and climb in the unknown Himalayan region, the Barun Valley. The results were 

good: the members climbed nineteen new mountains of over 20,000 ft. including 

the extremely steep ice-peak Baruntse (23,570 ft.); they also succeeded in making a 

spectacular crossing of the Range. In the course of their exploration the party had 

several exciting adventures negotiating cornices and crevasses. The story of these 
activities is simply told by the joint authors, while numerous pictures give a clear 

impression of a hitherto unknown mountain district. (796-52) 


BENEATH THE SEVEN SEAS. Cornel Lumiére. Hutchinson, 215. 
1956. 22 cm. 240 pages. 44 photographs (12 in colour). Graph. Table. Index. 

A guide to the relatively new sport of under-water swimming and spear-fishing. 

The author’s own prowess is well shown by the numerous photographs of under- 

water life. The aspiring merman will find hints on the selection of equipment from 

fins to aqualungs and camera cases, notes on the common fish of sub-tropical waters, 
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hints on dealing with sharks, barracudas, eels, corals, etc., and accounts of fish and 
facilities in many parts of the world. Much of this information, however, is frag- 
mentary and the book is not easy reading for those not actively engaged in the 


sport. (797°2) 


POLO. John Board. Faber, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 228 pages. 4 photographs. 
12 plates of drawings, 15 pages of diagrams and other drawings in text by the 
author. Index. ( Faber Sporting Handbooks) 

There has been a great revival, in recent years, in polo, and games in Britain have 

been attracting a large number of spectators. Major Board, famous horseman, artist, 

and experienced polo player, has designed this book on the principles and practice 
of the game not only for the instruction of the new generation of players but also 
to help the many spectators now supporting the sport to appreciate the finer points 

and thus increase their enjoyment. (798-2) 


THEY’VE WON THEIR SPURS. Hylton Cleaver. Hale, 12s.6d. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 128 pages. 29 photographs. Index. 
The jumping of horses is the subject of this entertaining book, which gives an 
account of the riding careers of some of the leading British horsewomen. This is a 
sport in which women compete with men on absolutely equal terms and the author, 
a sporting journalist of wide experience who has done much to encourage the sport 
of show jumping, puts forward a very convincing argument for the inclusion of 
women in international teams in all equestrian championships abroad as well as in 
Britain. (798-2) 
LITERATURE 


HOW NOT TO WRITE A PLAY. Walter Kerr. Reinhardt, 215. 
1956. 20°5 cm. 252 pages. 
Walter Kerr, drama critic of the New York Herald Tribune, secking the reasons for 
the steep decline in the number of productions in the New York theatre, discovers 
the failure not in the audience but in the play itself. In the stimulating and provocative 
chapters that follow he traces this failure to present-day playwrights’ adherence to 
the outworn models of Ibsen, Shaw and Chekhov, proclaiming that there has been 
no new dramatic form since 1877 when Pillars of Society appeared. His book, which 
combines history and discussion of the theatre in the liveliest manner, with examples 
from many modern dramatists, should prove an invigorating textbook for play- 
wrights, managements, critics, and for all those interested in the theatre today. 
(808-2) 
TRENDS IN 20TH CENTURY DRAMA. A Survey since Ibsen 
and Shaw. Frederick Lumley. Rockliff, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 288 pages. 28 photo- 
graphs. Bibliography. Index. 
The author defines this study as a “book . . . about the theatre judged as an art; a 
living theatre continuing the great tradition of dramatic literature’ (from 1918 
onwards). He devotes two thirds of his space to thirteen European and American 
dramatists, providing synopses of and quotations (in English) from their principal 
works, together with his own reflections on their merits. Finally, he discusses ‘The 
State of the Drama’ in Britain, the U.S.A., France, and Other Countries, dealing 
with Fry, O’Casey, Wilder, and de Montherlant among thirty and more playwrights. 
It is difficult to find a guide to contemporary European and American drama except 
among periodic literature and the press, and present-day playreading and study 
groups should find this volume useful. (809-2) 
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American Literature 
THE CRUCIBLE. A Play in Four Acts. Arthur Miller. Cresset Press, 12s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 152 pages. 

With Death of a Salesman (1949) Arthur Miller, one of the most interesting and forth- 
right of present-day American playwrights, achieved his greatest success. The 
Crucible, his latest play, is based on the Salem, Massachusetts, witch trials of 1692. 
The author’s fierce indignation with social injustice and intolerance draws perhaps 
an unconscious parallel between this three-hundred-year-old tale of hysteria and 
terror and the persecution of the individual in our own time. Historical and descriptive 
notes are incorporated throughout the play, in which this time characterisation is 
subordinate to theme, leaving a slight feeling of emptiness in what is otherwise a 
strongly conceived and deeply felt melodrama. (812-5) 


LONG DAY’S JOURNEY INTO NIGHT. Eugene O'Neill. Cape, 
12s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 156 pages. 
The importance of this play by America’s greatest playwright (1888-1953) is great. 
It is an autobiographical drama, written in 1940 ‘in tears and blood’, and by the 
terms of his will not to be acted in America for twenty-five years. It is an unsparing 
revelation of poignant episodes in the life of his own family, ‘the four haunted 
Tyrones’: his father, once a matinée idol, now close-fistedly, often drunkenly, 
guarding against a future in the poorhouse; his brother, a drunken failure; his mother, 
a dope fiend; and himself, the younger brother, turning to drink when the family 
tragedy and his own incipient consumption become unbearable. Yet, throughout, 
one feels the warmth of family affection and tenderness which relieves this long 
recital of agony. (812-5) 


English Literature 


THE CRAFT OF LETTERS IN ENGLAND. A Symposium edited 
by John Lehmann. Cresset Press, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. Index. 


This volume was specially prepared for the occasion of the P.E.N. International 
Congress in London in July. It reviews all the main forms of writing practised in 
England over the last quarter-century, and discusses the writer’s special problems 
and opportunities in each. The standard of contributions is somewhat variable; the 
articles are most valuable as a factual survey of the English literary scene rather than 
as literary criticism in themselves. Among the most interesting and original are 
Alan Pryce-Jones on autobiographies, T. C. Worsley on dramatic writing and Erik 
de Mauny on translation. (820-9) 


BACKGROUND WITH CHORUS. A Footnote to Changes in English 
Literary Fashion between 1901 and 1917. Frank Swinnerton. Hutchinson, 18s. 
1956. 22 cm. 236 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 


Although not strictly speaking an autobiography, Background with Chorus contains 
a very strong autobiographical element. Mr. Swinnerton writes of his first meeting 
with G. K. Chesterton, of D. H. Lawrence, Henry James, John Galsworthy, Arnold 
Bennett, H. G. Wells, and a host of others, sometimes from personal knowledge and 
encounter, sometimes from report. His book is always entertaining and usually 
illuminating. It is, in effect, an excellent example of the value to the literary historian 
of literary anecdote and personal recollection. Background with Chorus should be as 
interesting and informative to the general reader as it will be useful to the serious 
student. (820-9) 
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English Poetry 
THE PENGUIN BOOK OF ENGLISH VERSE. Edited by John 
Hayward. Penguin Books, 4s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. $10 pages. Indexes. Paper covers. 
Mr. Hayward’s anthology begins at the year 1500, thus omitting Chaucer and the 
medieval poets, while its youngest author is Dylan Thomas. He has shown plenty of 
skill in choosing poems which are important in themselves, representative of their 
authors and not too hackneyed. He has also held the balance between the lyric and 
other poetic forms so that he includes extracts from poems such as Milton’s Paradise 
Lost and Wordsworth’s The Prelude, and his choice embraces American as well as 
British authors. Twentieth century poets receive comparatively little space and his 
preferences here, which exclude D. H. Lawrence, will certainly arouse controversy. 
(821-08) 


THE SONGS AND SONETS OF JOHN DONNE. An Editio minor 
with Introduction and Explanatory Notes by Theodore Redpath. Methuen, 18s. 
1956. 21 cm. 208 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The poetry of Donne (1573-1631) has become increasingly popular during the 

present century, but intelligent, appreciative readers are often brought up sharply 

against its difficulty. It is for these that Mr. Redpath, a lecturer in English in the 

University of Cambridge, has designed his edition. His emphasis is upon meaning: 

he modernises spelling, modifies punctuation, accepts manuscript readings which 

seem to make the best sense, and explains whatever is obscure in the vocabulary and 
ideas. Much unobtrusive scholarship lies behind the annotations and the critical and 
textual introduction. The result is a textbook which will be indispensable both to 

students and to the general reader. (821-3) 


MILTON’S POEMS. Textual editing, glossary and introduction by 
B. A. Wright. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. $22 pages. 2 facsimiles. Chronology. 
Bibliography. (Everyman's Library) 

Milton’s poetry provides many textual problems and the present volume represents 

as hard a task of editorship as anything in the Everyman series. The poet’s spelling 

and punctuation were drastically revised by 18th and 19th century editors with 
damaging results to the texture and rhythm of the verse, especially in Paradise Lost. 

Professor Wright favours a modified return to the original forms, after eliminating 

certain archaisms. Discussing in a long introduction such problems as scansion, stress 

and elision, he sets out his editorial principles clearly and firmly and his exposition 
gives most valuable guidance on the aural effect of the poetry. Milton’s Latin poems 

are also included. (821-4) 


CRABBE. R. L. Brett. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 
44 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to “British Book News’) 

Extremely popular in his lifetime, George Crabbe (1754-1832) has been appreciated in 

posterity by poets rather than by the general public: the present renewed interest 

in his work certainly owes something to the operatic adaptation of his poem of 

Suffolk life Peter Grimes. Mr. Brett does ample justice to Crabbe’s unusual gifts as 

a story-teller in verse and his talent for exact description. But he rightly emphasises 

that Crabbe differs from the other 18th century narrative verse-writers such as 

Goldsmith by virtue of his exceptionally keen insight into human psychology and 

motive. (821-6) 
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POEMS OF ROBERT BROWNING. Introduction by John Buchan. 
Reprint. Nelson, 6s. 1956. 16 cm. $54 pages. (Nelson Classics) 


The selection of Browning’s poetry in this attractive little volume is well chosen, 
giving the best of the lyrics and including characteristic passages from some of the 
longer poems. A masterly introduction by John Buchan gives, in less than six short 
pages, a brief biographical outline, an annotated bibliography of the principal works 
and a penetrating analysis of Browning’s surprisingly modern philosophy. (821-8) 


English Drama 


PLAYS OF THE YEAR. Vol. 13. 1955. Chosen by J. C. Trewin. 
Elek Books, 18s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 424 pages. 


Mr. Trewin’s choice includes a translation by Miriam John of L’Hermine, one of 
Jean Anouilh’s earliest piéces noires, written when he was 21. In weight it is little more 
than a sketch, and its theme and characters have been used and developed in later 
plays. The Ermine concerns a young lover who must dispose of a duchess in order to 
marry her niece and live without the poverty that defiles love. The Whole Truth, 
by Philip Mackie, is about an erring husband who is implicated in the murder of an 
actress. Small Hotel, by Rex Frost, is a comedy of happenings in a country hotel 
adroitly manipulated by an aging waiter to defeat a plan to replace him. Dead on Nine, 
by Jack Popplewell, in which an author’s scheme to rid himself of his wife has 
unexpected results, is too cleverly tied up to gain any kind of reality. (822-9) 


English Fiction 


READING A NOVEL. Walter Allen. 2nd edition, revised. Phoenix House, 
6s. 1956. 19 cm. 64 pages. 


Mr. Allen’s essay is not a piece of elementary instruction, but rather a practical guide 
through the massive and bewildering production of modern fiction. He sees, more- 
over, the novelist’s art as a salutary check upon the increasing regimentation of 
modern life, and as likely to become an even more necessary social function than 
it is today. In this modest and agreeably written study he considers also the quality 
of contemporary fiction compared with the great works of the past and concludes 
with a practical appreciation of six distinguished novels written in the last two 
decades together with George Eliot’s classic, Middlemarch. (823) 


LAUGHTER, NOT FOR A CAGE. Notes on Australian writing, 
with biographical emphasis on the struggles, function, and achievements of the 
novel in three half-centuries. Miles Franklin. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia 
and London), 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 248 pages. Index. 


Miles Franklin, who died in 1954, made her impression in Australian literature as a 
novelist, rather than a critic, and it is as a novelist that she has surveyed the history 
of Australian writing. Hence her judgments are made on humanistic grounds rather 
than by the tenets of literary criticism, and her work has a vitality and freshness that 
will appeal to the general reader. Her assessment of the quality of Australian writers 
mirrors her own ardent love for Australia and she makes penetrating criticisms of 
those who write with little understanding of the national environment. Her dis- 
cussions range, too, over a wider selection of minor, though not less interesting, 
writers than any covered in former works on Australian fiction. (823-09A) 
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German Literature 


THE GERMAN NOVEL. Studies. Roy Pascal. Manchester University 
Press (Manchester), 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 356 pages. Notes. Index. 


This is not a history of the German novel, but an examination of the contribution 
to the genre made by eight major novelists, two of them Swiss and two Austrian. 
The first part is concerned with the Bildungsroman of Goethe, Keller, Stifter and 
Thomas Mann—a specifically German species of novel which sets out to trace the 
spiritual development of its hero, depicted as an introspective character trying to 
come to grips with the concrete world. These n>vels excel in the subjective probing 
of spiritual problems, but are deficient as works of art. The second part is devoted to 
more general studies of Gotthelf, Raabe, Fontane, Kafka, and again Thomas Mann. 
Professor Pascal never forgets that German literature is rooted in German life, and 
his searching study illuminates not only the outlook, the themes and the technique 
of particular writers, but also distinguishing characteristics of the German mind. 

(833) 
French Literature 


MEDIEVAL FRENCH LITERATURE. Jessie Crosland. Blackwell 
(Oxford), 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 276 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The avowed intention of these studies is to indicate tendencies and developments 
rather than provide a ‘manual’. The chapters however follow ‘manual’ lines: Before 
1100; Didactic Literature; Lyric Poetry; Romantic Epic; Story Telling; Secular 
Literature; Evolution of the Chansons de Geste; Chronicles; Drama; Bestiaries, with 
texts summarised and quoted. Better known texts. (Chanson de Roland, Villehardouin’s 
Chronicles) are not studied, and it is regrettable that Mrs. Crosland could not include 
that great poet Villon. A useful book for students with sufficient knowledge of Old 
French to enable them to read the texts quoted. (840-9) 


THE TIME OF THE ASSASSINS. A Study of Rimbaud. Henry 
Miller. Neville Spearman, 12s.6d. 1956. 19-5 cm. 176 pages. 


Mr. Miller’s short, vigorous study is concerned with Rimbaud (1854-1891) as both 
poet and seer. The remarkable Frenchman who abandoned literature before the age 
of twenty is held to have symbolised by his renunciation the way in which our 
civilisation is going. Observing that ‘the screech of the bomb still makes sense to us, 
but the ravings of the poet seem like gibberish’, Mr. Miller believes that the dawn of 
a new life, if permitted, will give rise to a new poetry of which that of Rimbaud is 
a foretaste. The essay breathes a compassion not associated with Mr. Miller’s work, 
though there are moments of the old scabrous harshness and some rather doubtful 
philosophising. All students of Rimbaud should read this book, and others may well 
be led to the poetry through enthusiasm for the prophet. (841-8) 


PARIS ALBUM, 1900-1914. Jean Cocteau. Translated from the French 
by Margaret Crosland. W. H. Allen, 16s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 176 pages. Illustrations 
by the author. 


M. Cocteau’s name has always been a by-word for precocity; his subject here is the 
Paris of his childhood and adolescence, but the scenes he describes are such as it falls 
to few children to behold. His nursery always led into the café, the atelier or the 
theatrical dressing-room, inhabited by the leaders of art and fashion, their charms 
heightened by the worshipping eye of adolescence. This is a delightful book of 
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entirely random recollections, its effect depending partly on the elegance and fantasy 
of the prose, partly on the author’s enchanting drawings of the period. Miss Crosland’s 
translation is remarkably skilful. (848-9) 


Greek Literature 


FORM AND MEANING IN DRAMA. A Study of Six Greek Plays and 
of Hamlet. H. D. F. Kitto. Methuen, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 32 pages. Index. 
Author of the most authoritative modern book in English on classical tragedy, 
Professor Kitto has always insisted, more emphatically than most critics, on the 
importance of ascertaining the dramatist’s intention, why he works within one set 
of conventions rather than another. Here he revises his judgments on three Aeschylean 
and three Sophoclean plays and analyses the forms of Greek and Elizabethan tragedy. 
This last is perhaps the most illuminating chapter in the book, an original and cogently 
stated piece of comparative criticism. In the light of his knowledge of Greek dramatic 
method he rounds off his study with a full-length examination of Hamlet. (882) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY} 


RED, BLACK, BLOND AND OLIVE. Studies in Four Civilizations: 
Zufi, Haiti, Soviet Russia, Israel. Edmund Wilson. W. H. Allen, 25s. 1956. 
19 cm. 508 pages. 

These are a journalist’s records of travels and observations in the territories concerned, 

and, although some of them date back a number of years, the author has penetrated 

deeply into the customs and cultures of the widely differing peoples. The ‘Bird 
ceremonies’ of the Zuii Indians in New Mexico are little known and will be of great 
interest to the reader. Mr. Wilson’s studies of the literary movement in Israel, and 
his interpretations of the Scriptures, are stimulating. Much has been published on 
Haiti, and Mr. Wilson writes mainly of the work of the United Nations there. His 
Russia is the Russia of 1935. (900) 


Geography Travel Description 
WORLDS BEYOND THE HORIZON. Joachim G. Leithauser. 
Translated from the German by Hugh Merrick. Allen & Unwin, 40s. 1956. 
24 cm. 372 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. Maps. Index. 
The author’s aim is to picture the events in the history of exploration, from the 
great discoveries onwards, ‘exactly as they occurred’, revealing both the magnificence 
and the baseness of motives and actions. It is doubtful whether this exactitude is in 
fact attainable. He does achieve a spirited and interesting account of the great sailors 
and travellers, and an understanding of the causes behind successive advances in 
knowledge of lands and seas. He tends, however, towards the romantic point of 
view. There are a few strange errors in geographical names and facts. The final 
chapter, ‘Eruption into the Universe’, explains the perils which face the space 
pioneer. The illustrations are varied and instructive. (910-9) 


THE MEDITERRANEAN. Jasper More. Batsford, 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 
336 pages. 93 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 

Of the countries bordering the Mediterranean none except Turkey escaped the 

ravages of war, and as the last Baedeker on the subject appeared in 1911 the 

publication of this guide to the world’s most beautiful and historically interesting 

region is opportune. After a lengthy and valuable general introduction the author 
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takes each country in turn, describing the coastal scenery, the immediate hinterland, 
and the islands, against a well-developed historical background, with emphasis on 
the relics of classical antiquity and the Middle Ages. Mr. More has a vivid and witty 
method of imparting his facts, a keen sense of the past, and the advantage of personal 
acquaintance with most of the places mentioned. (914) 


THE HERITAGE OF ENGLAND IN COLOUR. A Collection of 
Colour Photographs by A. F. Kersting. With an Introductory Text and Notes on 
the Illustrations by John Bledlow. Batsford, 16s. 1956. 25 cm. 110 pages. 40 
photographs in colour. 

The photography and choice of subject are beyond cavil, but the lithographic colour 

reproduction in some of the plates is garish. Paper and print are excellent, but there 

are too many misprints. The introductory chapters on the historical development of 
castle, manor house, palace and mansion, cathedral, monastery and church could 
hardly be bettered. The book is good value for the price and many visitors to 

England will want to take a copy home with them. (914:2) 


SURVEY OF LONDON. Vol. 26. The Parish of St. Mary Lambeth. 
Part 2. Southern Area. General Editor: F. H. W. Sheppard. University of London: 
Athlone Press for the London County Council, 40s. 1956. 29 cm. 242 pages. 76 plates 
(1 in colour). 63 drawings in text. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The Survey of London traces the history and describes the older public and domestic 

buildings of the County. Each volume deals with one, or part of one, of the ancient 

parishes: the present volume with the southern portion of Lambeth. The extremely 
large parish of St. Mary consists mainly of monotonous suburban streets, but it 
contains a number of buildings of the late-Georgian and Victorian periods of great 
interest. Some changes in form and content appear for the first time. A broad 
historical survey of the area for the general reader is provided by way of introduction 
and more attention than hitherto is given to the later architectural periods. The text 
is therefore increased, but additional bulk has been avoided by a rearrangement of 
type in certain sections. The volume, like its predecessors, is a very handsome 
production. (914-21) 


VALLEYS OF SPRINGS. Dorothea Eastwood. Wingate, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
246 pages. 12 decorations by the author. 
A continuation of the author’s River Diary, written in the same diary form. It records 
the family’s visits in spring, summer and autumn to the valley of the Usk in Wales, 
where they “bought a mile of the river and a wooden fishing hut. . . . There is no 
road to the place, but nor, one is given to understand, was there any road into 
Paradise.’ It is a record compounded of country sights and sounds, customs and 
local history, combined with personal experiences that range from salmon-fishing 
and water-divining to bird-watching and meeting people. Dorothea Eastwood 
writes sensitively and although there is a tendency, on occasion, to load with poetic 
prose, the book abounds in descriptive passages of great charm. (914:29) 


SPAIN. Yves Bottineau. Translated from the French by O. C. Warden. 


Nicholas Kaye, 30s. 1956. 23 cm. 278 pages. 183 photographs. Map. Glossary. 
(Les Beaux Pays) 


The newest addition to this well-known series is in every way worthy of its place, 
for it is undoubtedly one of the best of recent books published about Spain. It consists 
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of 183 outstandingly good photographs and an interesting commentary. It is an 
excellent volume for those who have not yet been able to visit Spain, delightful bait 
for those not yet sure whether to visit it, and a fine souvenir for those who already 
know and love Spain. The photographs alone are worth the price of the book. The 
commentary has a slightly ‘Latin’ flavour that comes through the translation, and 
the accentuation of Spanish words is sometimes erratic, but only a pedant would 
complain. (914°6) 


COAST OF THE SUN. Henry C. James. Jarrolds, 18s. 1956. 21 cm. 
176 pages. 31 photographs. 
Mr. James, an Australian novelist, film writer and broadcaster, is an unselective 
traveller who goes where the whim of the moment takes him and largely ignores the 
centres of attraction familiar to the less imaginative tourist. His interest in people is 
so much greater than his interest in places that his present travel book on Portugal 
is wholly original. His charming pot-pourri of colourful scenes from Portuguese 
town and country life is assembled with sympathetic understanding from semi- 
fictional accounts of episodes recounted to him or personally experienced. The 
photographs, while not always relevant to the text, are excellent. (914°69) 


SWISS VENTURE. A fresh look at Central Switzerland and the Bernese 
Oberland. Paul Townend. Hale, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 196 pages. 21 illustrations. 
Map. Index. 

These popular holiday areas are described by one to whom they mean, not leisure, 

but hard work. Mr. Townend, who has been travel courier and waiter and is now 

a hotel keeper, describes his experiences amusingly, mixing them with rather 

uncritical accounts of the countryside. Considering some of the less attractive 

manifestations of mass travel and recreation, he views the whole with a remarkably 
kindly and philosophical eye. Apart from a little facetiousness, the book is pleasant 
reading, sufficiently unusual to keep the reader’s attention continually engaged. 


(914-94) 


INTRODUCING GREECE. Edited by Francis King. Methuen, 215. 
1956. 20°5 cm. 264 pages. 18 photographs. Endpaper maps drawn by W. H. 
Bromage. Index. 

This volume successfully imparts practical advice and directions for the traveller 

and a general view of Greek culture and social life. The contributors, all with much 

personal knowledge of the country, are enthusiastic, frank, and outspoken where 
necessary. The traveller is not enticed to Greece for any manifestation of western 
civilisation but for ‘its unparalleled landscape and its unparalleled people’. In the 

Aegean Islands the reader is introduced to some of the remotest areas in Europe. If 

myth and history occasionally threaten to overwhelm the reader, it is not long before 

scenery or people take command again. A short reading list might have been added. 


(914-95) 


EUROPA MINOR. Journeys in Coastal Turkey. Lord Kinross. Murray, 18s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 180 pages. 23 photographs. Map. Index. 

In this companion volume to Within the Taurus, Lord Kinross travels from the Hatay 

Province on the Turkish frontier with Syria, along the beautiful and still largely 

unvisited Cilician coast, round to Izmir (Smyrna) and the Aegean, and finally to 

Istanbul. Adopting improvised means of travel as before, though aided by a motor 
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yacht, he succeeded during journeys undertaken between 1947 and 1954 in acquiring 


an unrivalled knowledge of the countryside and its people. Turkey is so full of 


interest, both ancient and modern, that the traveller may overdo his enthusiasm; 
Lord Kinross has a vivacious style, but he lets the facts speak for themselves. Even 
those who have not visited Turkey will find this book immensely interesting and 
readable. It contains some admirable photographs. (915-61) 


ANCIENT VOYAGERS IN THE PACIFIC. Andrew Sharp. 
Polynesian Society (Wellington, New Zealand), 20s. 1956. 25 cm. 198 pages. 
12 photographs. Map. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The question of the racial origins of the Polynesian peoples has given rise to a variety 

of theories over the past two hundred years. The author has re-examined the problem 

and this book deals with the whole subject of Pacific voyaging and the population 
of the scattered island territories. In the main he is sceptical of theories that large scale 
deliberate migration over long distances took place, and he feels that Captain Cook 
was perceptive and accurate in attributing such journeys as there were to accidental 
causes—storms, currents and variable winds. (919-96) 


Biography 
ALBERT EINSTEIN. A Documentary Biography. Carl Scelig. Translated 
from the German by Mervyn Savill. Staples Press, 16s. 1956. 20 cm. 240 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Carl Seelig is fortunate enough to have known Einstein personally and to be able 
to draw on the reminiscences of many world-famous scientists who were personal 
friends of the great man, as well as those of relatives, landladies, etc. In addition he 
has had access to correspondence and minutes, much of which has not been published 
before. The result is an eminently readable biography laying particular emphasis on 
the development of Einstein’s personal life rather than on his scientific and personal 
ideas. Seelig’s account of Einstein’s Swiss period and his death are particularly 
important. (92) 


FRANKLIN—HAPPY VOYAGER. Being the Life and Death of Sir 
John Franklin. G. F. Lamb. Benn, 35s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 294 pages. 15 illustrations. 
3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Sir John Franklin has always attracted attention because of the drama and mystery 
of his last voyage to discover a north-west passage to the Pacific. This, however, as 
Mr. Lamb puts it, was ‘his least significant personal achievement’. His reputation 
as an explorer rested on two journeys on foot and by boat down the Mackenzie River 
and along the Arctic shores in 1819-22 and 1825-27, one of which came near disaster, 
and neither of which was entirely successful. Yet they won him a European reputation. 
Mr. Lamb, in the first biography for half a century, retells Franklin’s notable career 
with verve and admiration, imparting humanity to an, at first sight, rather stolid 
and slightly pompous figure. Nevertheless, ‘happy voyager’ is somehow not the 
most suitable phrase to describe him. (92) 


A PRINCE OF MANTUA. The Life and Times of Vincenzo Gonzaga. 
Maria Bellonci. Translated from the Italian by Stuart Hood. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 
258. 1956. 22°5 cm. 318 pages. Index. 

This author’s elaborate study of Lucrezia Borgia was recently translated into English. 

She has now moved further into the 16th century to study that most intriguing 


568 











-o0r°a6d SE sD 


T 


®» = Bs 





character Vincenzo Gonzaga, Duke of Mantua. The subject gives ample scope to her 
powers. She is no believer in dry-as-dust biography. Although her study is largely 
concerned with the tortuous intrigues of Mantuan politics, her main interest is the 
psychological analysis of the Duke, and here she does not hesitate to use her lively 
powers of imagination. The result is a vivid impression of the man, and a revealing 
picture of court life in the Italian High Renaissance. (92) 


AGATHA HARRISON. An _ Impression by her sister, Irene Harrison. 
Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 158 pages. 4 illustrations. Chronology. 
Agatha Harrison’s letters gathered by her sister into this volume portray a remarkable 
woman. We get a vivid picture of a humanising force battling against the difficulties 
and tragedies of child labour in China and later working for mutual understanding 
between Great Britain and India. Moving on the periphery of politics, this erstwhile 
welfare tutor at the London School of Economics and friend of Mahatma Gandhi 
dedicated herself untiringly to the cause of Anglo-Indian friendship, and this little 
book is a fitting tribute to the achievements of a modest Englishwoman whose name 
will ever be remembered and honoured throughout India. (92) 


HEINRICH HEINE. The Artist in Revolt. Max Brod. Translated from 
the German by Joseph Witriol. Vallentine, Mitchell, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 366 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Brod’s biography, first published in German in 1934 and here translated with 

some very slight revision, is distinguished from other lives of Heine by its insistence 

upon what are assumed to have been his Jewish sources of inspiration. Dr. Brod, 
well known as a novelist and for his salvaging of Kafka’s works, and now living in 

Israel, is of deeply religious mind, and his subjective treatment of his theme, while 

not satisfying the demands of strict scholarship, is infused with an emotional warmth 

that stirs the reader’s sympathy. If it does not equally bring conviction, that is partly 
due to the dogmatism with which Dr. Brod almost seems to deny that Heine was 
also a German, but, if his temperamental exaggerations are discounted, this biography, 

in its remarkably idiomatic translation, may be read with pleasure. (92) 


ONE MARINE’S TALE. Sir Leslie Hollis. Foreword by General Lord 
Ismay. Deutsch, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 188 pages. 4 illustrations. Index. 
This autobiography of the former Commandant-General, Roya! Marines, is especially 
interesting as it tells of the conduct of World War II on the highest plane. After Corps 
service General Hollis joined the Central Defence Organisation in 1936, and in 1940 
he was appointed liaison officer between Churchill and the British Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, of which he was already the Secretary. The narrative dealing with this 
part of his career is essential reading for all students of war. General Hollis then writes 
of the Royal Marines, an account which is of more than passing interest. As might 
be expected, the style of the book is impeccable and it is lightened with humour in 
the appropriate places. (92) 


AN EDWARDIAN YOUTH. L. E. Jones. Macmillan, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
254 pages. 

The second volume of Sir Lawrence Jones’s autobiography (the first, A Victorian 

Boyhood, was reviewed in British Book News, April 1955). The new volume is equally 

humorous, shrewd and vivid, and covers the author’s years at Balliol College, Oxford, 

and thereafter as a young lawyer and man of leisure until his marriage before the 
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First World War. Besides being enjoyable for its zest and style, the book is a valuable 
portrait of upper class English life from 1906 to 1912. It describes feelingly the deep 
moral and social influence of Oxford and the delights of English country-house life 
at that time. (92) 


GEOFFREY KEYES, V.C., M.C., Croix de Guerre. Elizabeth Keyes. 
Newnes, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. $6 illustrations. Endpaper map. Index. 
The first part of the book is concerned with Geoffrey Keyes’ family life and his 
schooldays. In 1937 he joined the Scots Greys and served with them in Palestine. 
The war saw him in action with the 11th Scottish Commando at Narvik and in 
Syria. But the main interest of the book lies in the story of the daring raid which he 
led in November 1941 on Rommel’s Headquarters in North Africa with the object of 
capturing the famous General. He was killed in this raid and later awarded a 
posthumous V.C. for outstanding bravery. The last hundred pages give a detailed 
description of this extraordinary raid, and include accounts of several who took part 
in it and also of German eye witnesses. Elizabeth Keyes has written a worthy and 
sympathetic biography of her brother, in which many quotations from his letters 
indicate his exceptional qualities. (92) 


TIME AND PLACE. George Scott. Staples Press, 16s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
224 pages. Index. 

Mr. Scott belongs to the generation of writers who came of age just after the war 
but his career has followed journalism rather than literary authorship. His auto- 
biography describes his childhood in Middlesbrough, his wartime naval service, a 
post-war degree at Oxford and the hurly-burly of Fleet Street. It is an entertaining 
story which records the typical experiences of an epoch without probing very far 
into their deeper significance. It is of especial interest as being the first autobiography 
to make articulate the tastes, the attitudes and the social background of the literary 
movement generally associated with the names of John Wain and Kingsley Amis. 


(92) 


SAMUEL SMILES AND HIS SURROUNDINGS. Aileen Smiles. 
Hale, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 206 pages. 17 illustrations. Genealogical table. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Samuel Smiles (1812-1904), often called ‘Self-Help’ Smiles, is probably regarded 

nowadays as a typical, affluent, puritanical Victorian dispensing gratuituous advice 

to the working classes. In this first biography of him, his granddaughter dispels this 
impression and reveals him as a hardworking, kindly social and political reformer. 

His famous work, Self-Help (1859), grew from addresses he gave on request of 

workmen who knew him as their doctor. He was famous in his day, for the several 

professions he followed after relinquishing medicine took him among many people. 

The author, using his correspondence and her personal knowledge of him, shows him 

revelling in family life and a striking figure in many social environments. This chatty, 

informal book throws interesting sidelights on Victorian life. (92) 


ROAD TO OPHIR. The Autobiography of a Prospector. Rex Tremlett. 
Hutchinson, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 190 pages. Portrait frontispiece by Griffith Sandy. 
4 drawings by Ormond Purvis. 

This vigorous account of adventures in Africa is written by a man whose experience 

there began in the 1920's, when he took up a post on a tobacco plantation in 

Nyasaland. Subsequently he roamed about South and East Africa undertaking what- 
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ever work came to hand, and in particular prospecting and mining. The resulting 
book is certainly not a formal autobiography, but the author has an observant eye and 
a vivid pen and the result should entertain the arm-chair traveller with its account of 
strange places, people and animals. (92) 


THREE GEISHAS. Kikou Yamata. Translated from the Japanese by Emma 
Craufurd. Cassell, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 188 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
An admirable introduction on the training of girls as geishas is followed by biographies 
of three famous and very different members of the profession. Okichi was the mistress 
of Townsend Harris, the first American Consul. O-koi was the friend of Katsura, 
Prime Minister of Japan during the Russo-Japanese war, and died an Abbess in 1948. 
The third, Tsumakichi, made a new life for herself after a homicidal maniac had cut 
off both her arms and is alive today. The book will clear away much misunder- 
standing and should be read by all interested in Japanese culture. (927-91) 


Ancient Civilisations 
EARLY ANATOLIA. The Archaeology of Asia Minor before the Greeks. 
Seton Lloyd. Foreword by Professor M. E. L. Mallowan. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1956. 18°5 cm. 252 pages. 32 plates. 12 illustrations in text. 2 maps. Bibliography. 
Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 
Archaeology in the Middle East has progressed so rapidly that historical textbooks are 
often in need of drastic revision within a short while of their appearance. A general, 
non-technical account of what has taken place in the archaeological field is all the 
more necessary. The present work will answer the requirements of the ordinary 
reader. The author, Director of the British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara and 
well known for his excavations at Polatli, Sultantepe and Beycesultan, has written 
a comprehensive guide to Anatolian researches, beginning with the sequence of 
discoveries and showing how archaeology in Asia Minor has become within a 
generation a ‘systematic study’ in which Turkish excavators have played an important 
part. Dr. Muzaffer Senyiirek contributes a note on the anthropology of the ancient 
inhabitants of Anatolia. (939) 


Europe 
CHARLEMAGNE from the Hammer to the Cross. Richard Winston. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 346 pages. 11 illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
So much-has been written by scholars from many countries on the problems 
connected with Charlemagne and his age that students must welcome a book 
embodying the conclusions of such research. No attempt at such a book has been 
made in English for some time. Mr. Winston’s succinct and well-balanced survey is 
based on the contemporary life by Einhard, and the many letters, deeds, charters, and 
other available sources. From such material he has produced a readable life of this 
monarch, whose achievements made possible the emergence of Europe from the dark 
ages following the fall of the Roman Empire. (940°14) 


CRUSADING WARFARE (1097-1193). R. C. Smail. Cambridge 
University Press, 30s. 1956. 23 cm. 284 pages. 17 illustrations. 6 plans. 3 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought. New Series. 
Vol. 3) 

The Crusades have been studied from many angles, but one singularly neglected is the 

actual nature of the military operations. In this monograph this side of the subject 


$71 








receives attention. The problems are discussed gencrously, in relation to the political 
and social institutions of the crusader states. What emerges is an impression of the high 
ability of the early Latin Kings of Jerusalem in everything connected with military 
matters. They could organise campaigns and command in the field with impressive 
authority. Based on thorough research into the writings of Frankish contemporaries, 
this is a thoroughly worth-while study, and it can be read with considerable enjoy- 
ment. It has a useful bibliography. (940-18) 


World War II 


THE FATAL DECISIONS. Edited by William Richardson and Seymour 
Freidin. Translated from the German by Constantine Fitz Gibbon. Commentary by 
Lieutenant-General Siegfried Westphal. Introduction by Cyril Falls. Michael 
Joseph, 25s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 274 pages. 6 illustrations. 6 maps. Index. 

The stories of six battles in World War Il, each told by a German general concerned 

in the planning and operation; the impact of Hitler as Commander-in-Chief is 

displayed in all of them. They are: the Battle of Britain by General of the Air Force 

Kreipe; Moscow by General Blumentritt; El Alamein by General Bayerlein; Stalin- 

grad by General Zeitzler; France 1944 by General Zimmerman; the Ardennes by 

General Manteuffel. General Westphal, Chief-of-Staff to the Commander-in-Chief 

West 1944-1945, writes a commentary defining the background to each battle. The 

introduction reminds the reader that most of the captured German archives were not 

available to the writers in preparing their narratives, but the book is still an important 

addition to the history of the war. (940-542) 


ESCAPE FROM THE BLOODIED SUN. Freddie Guest. Jarrolds, 16s. 
1956. 22 cm. 192 pages. 15 illustrations. 2 maps. 


From the numerous escape stories that have so far appeared this book stands out by 
reason of its writing and the territory in which the author’s adventures took place. 
Captain Guest managed to get away from Hong Kong soon after its surrender, and he 
gives us first of all an account of the hopeless defence put up by the garrison of this 
great port before its occupation by the Japanese. Thereafter he made his way into the 
interior of China through hundreds of miles of the roughest country, and eventually 
succeeded in reaching Chungking. It was an arduous journey that called for unusual 
powers of endurance and resource. In the first stage he received great assistance from 
a remarkable Chinese Admiral, Sir Andrew Chan Chak, and from time to time he 
joined up with the Chinese Army. His excellent story is enhanced by direct and 
simple writing. (940-547) 


Britain 

A HISTORY OF ENGLAND. André Maurois. Translated from the 
French by Hamish Miles. 2nd edition. Bodley Head, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. $28 pages. 
14 maps. § genealogical tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The benefit of seeing ourselves as others see us was aptly illustrated when this shrewd, 

observant, friendly critic of England set his pen to trace the familiar story of our 

national development as it appeared to a Frenchman. M. Maurois’ book was given a 

warm welcome on its first appearance in 1937. In this new edition, with two 

additional chapters bringing the story to date, it will continue to delight all who care 

for good writing, excellently translated, shrewd and witty comment, and a well- 

proportioned narrative. (942) 
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ENGLAND’S PRECEDENCE. William McElwee. Hodder & Stoughton, 21s. 
1956. 23 cm. 304 pages. 12 illustrations. 5 maps. Genealogical table. Bibliography. 
Index. 

England’s precedence, according to Milton, was ‘teaching the nations how to live’. 

This is the key to Mr. McElwee’s narrative of the political history of the 17th century. 

The author makes no claim as a researcher: his book contains no fresh discoveries, 

and all the relevant material can be found in the authoritative histories. What gives 

this study its value is the author’s reaction away from the modern fashion of dividing 
history into watertight compartments labelled constitutional, economic, and the like, 
his determination to weave all the facts into a compact narrative, and his pleasing 

style. The result is an attractive guide to 17th century history. (942-06) 


BRITAIN. An Official Handbook. 1956 edition. Central Office of Information. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 15s. 1956. 24 cm. 488 pages. 32 photographs. 16 diagrams. 
41 tables. 9 maps (1 in colour). Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The 1956 edition of this official publication has been revised throughout and many 

chapters have been expanded or rewritten. An extremely useful handbook, particu- 

larly for overseas readers, it is concerned with the basic institutions and pattern of life 
in Britain, and each annual edition also summarises some recent trends in the develop- 
ment of the nation’s affairs. Its information, well and clearly presented, covers: the 
physical and demographic background of the British Isles; Government and 

Administration; Defence; The National Economy; Industry; Transport and Com- 

munications; Labour; Finance; Trade; Social Welfare; Housing and Planning; 

Religion, Science and the Arts; Sound and Television Broadcasting; and The Press. 

A valuable work of reference, its readability is a marked asset. (942-085) 


Arabia Iraq 
KUWAIT AND HER NEIGHBOURS. H. R. P. Dickson. Edited for 
publication by Clifford Witting. Allen & Unwin, 75s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 628 pages. 
46 photographs (1 in colour). Drawings. 14 genealogical tables. 6 maps (1 in colour). 
Glossary. Index. 
Colonel Dickson follows his Arabs of the Desert with this large volume on Southern 
Irag, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. It is divided into several parts, descriptive, historical, 
reminiscent, and Mrs. Dickson contributes some pages on Natural History. But, as the 
author has lived through so many of the events he records, it is also an autobiography. 
It is interesting to read that since his great grandfather settled in Tripoli after the 
Napoleonic wars, the family’s connection with the Ottoman Empire has been con- 
tinuous. The editing of such a vast amount of material must have presented many 
difficulties; the reader may wish that some of the tales had been reserved for a future 
volume. (953) 


India 

COOTE BAHADUR. A Life of Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, K.B. 
E. W. Sheppard. Werner Laurie, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 248 pages. 14 illustrations. 
9 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, a military historian and biographer of repute, places General Coote high 

in the list of British commanders and rightly so, since none played a greater part in 

establishing British rule in India in opposition to the French. Coote, an Irishman, 

joined the British Army in 1744 and Major Sheppard gives a brief but informative 

survey of conditions in the Army at that time. Twelve years later Coote sailed with 
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his Regiment for India where he was to distinguish himself until his death in Madras 
in 1783. The book is an authoritative and readable history of the Indian wars of the 
eighteenth century, but not a great deal is told about Coote’s personal life. (954-08) 


Turkey 


BYZANTIUM AND ISTANBUL. Robert Liddell. Cape, 25s. 1956. 
23°5 cm. 256 pages. 31 photographs. Map. Indexes. 
The author, already well known for his novels, criticism and his study of Greece, 
has written a book on Istanbul which will delight and instruct the scholar, the 
traveller, and the general reader who prefers to voyage in imagination. It is first and 
foremost an historical study; but the story of Byzantium, Constantinople and 
Istanbul represents a continuity which is ‘closer to our experience than the sweetness 
and light of Athens’. Mr. Liddell tells us all we want to know about the past, but it is 
of a living past that he speaks: for Byzantine art is the discovery of this century and 
the Ottoman civilisation that followed has merely been transformed, not extin- 
guished. The book contains some magnificent photographs and a useful map. (956-1) 


Canada 


THE STRUGGLE FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT IN THE 
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES, 1870-97. Lewis Herbert Thomas. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1956. 23°5 cm. 288 pages. 
Index. 

This is, and will probably remain a basic study of the North-West Territories, out of 

which the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta were carved. The author 

is provincial archivist of Saskatchewan. In considerable detail and from carefully 
documented original sources, he traces, chronologically and constitutionally, the 

development of government in the separate areas, from Confederation in 1867. 

Strangely enough, a ‘colonial’ regime was then established in these regions vis-a-vis 

the new Dominion government in Ottawa. The fear of American annexation, the two 

Riel rebellions, the negotiations with the Hudson’s Bay Company, settlement, and 

the varied political ideals of the settlers, all influenced the development of responsible 

provincial government and the rate at which that government came to these prairie 

and northern regions. (971-2) 


West Indies 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE WEST INDIES. J. H. Parry and 
P. M. Sherlock. Macmillan, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 328 pages. 20 photographs. 4 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first comprehensive history of these islands considered from a West Indian 

point of view. It outlines most ably their development through the various phases of 

their violent and chaotic history, first as sea forts in the corridor of the Conquistadors 
between the Old World and the New, the haunt and prey of buccaneers, the melting 
pot of races as indentured Indian immigrants supplied the demand for labour on the 
sugar estates after the abolition of slavery, and, in more recent times, their emergence 
as new nations and self-governing communities. West Indians who are beginning to 
identify themselves with their community and a way of life which is recognisably 

West Indian will welcome this statement of their history as a cohesive force in 

building the new society. The authors are, respectively, Professor of History at the 

University College of the West Indies and Vice-Principal, the latter Jamaican born. 

(972°9) 
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FICTION 
General 


THE FIVE FATHERS OF PEPI. Ira Avery. Gollancz, 10s.6d. 
19 cm. 190 pages. Title-page drawing by Shirley Hughes. 
In the little Italian town of Finale Ligure life is pleasant and unhurried but not without 
problems. One of these is Pepi, the small boy who arrived one day from nowhere and 
picked Giorgio for his father. They look after the bathing-huts on the beach, but 
Giorgio finds parenthood too heavy a responsibility for a bachelor, so Jacopo the 
cheese-maker, Carlo the hotel-porter, Benozzo the restaurateur, and Vittore the 
philosopher join with him in a committee of five to deal with the problem of Pepi. 
They plan to have him adopted by an American couple, but Pepi prefers to arrange 
matters otherwise. A delightful little story without a single false note. 


1956. 


THE LAST FLOWERS. Michael Barrett. Longmans, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
256 pages. 

The tyrannical President of the Central American republic of Comarca has been 
assassinated, and John Kent, an Englishman imported to reorganise the Comarcan Air 
Force and with a seat on the Government Council, is involved in the ensuing struggle 
for power. His loyalties are divided between his friendship for a member of the 
Council and his love for a simple Indian girl. When the conspirators attempt in the 
name of national unity to force industrialisation on the Indians, events move fast to a 
violent conclusion. In this his second novel, Mr. Barrett achieves his effects by skilful 
use of situation and incident. 


THE PROVING FLIGHT. David Beaty. Secker & Warburg, 14s. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 282 pages. 

A new British jet airliner sets off with a fanfare of publicity for its proving flight from 

London to New York; but trouble lies ahead. Latent conflict between the two joint 

captains, the chairman of the airline and the two stewardesses is brought into the open 

by a crisis which threatens the survival of the aircraft. Tension is maintained to the 

finish, and David Beaty proves once again his gift for dramatising technicalities and 


communicating, with almost painful vividness, the wonder and excitement of 
navigation in the air. 


PAULINE. Vol. Il of The House of Barnery. Jacques Chardonne. Translated from 
the French by W. J. Strachan. Peter Owen, 14s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 216 pages. 
More restricted in content and finer in texture than Volume I, this second part of 
The House of Barnery trilogy follows Jean Barnery, the one-time pastor, from the 
French provincial scene to Paris and Switzerland before he is summoned back to 
reanimate the family porcelain factory at Limoges. The main theme is the marriage 
and emotional relationship of Jean and Pauline after his first marriage has ended in 
divorce. Chardonne is mainly preoccupied with the metaphysical tensions of love, to 
which he gives subtle and delicate consideration. As before, there is a close bond 
between the human characters and the countryside in its changing seasonal aspects, the 
passages of nature description being an integral part of the whole fabric of the work. 


A CHILL IN THE AIR. Walter Clapham. Cape, 13s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
256 pages. 

The more sordid side of life in a seaside town at the end of the wet summer of 1954 

is the background to Walter Clapham’s second novel. A number of diverse characters, 
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sharply and swiftly drawn, are gradually connected together. Though sometimes it 
seems rather a series of sketches than a co-ordinated whole, the book leaves a vivid 
impression. Concentrating on the unhealthy and the unhappy, it yet presents some 
striking moments of contrast: the ex-R.A.F. pilot, mentally disturbed by the war, 
drawn for a moment into the security of his policeman friend’s happy home, or the 
cynical boy Jackson briefly moved to warmth by children playing in September 
sunshine. 


CLAUDINE AT SCHOOL. Colette. Translated from the French by 
Antonia White. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 286 pages. 


This was the earliest of Colette’s novels, written at twenty-two at the instigation of 
her first husband and originally published under his name. The heroine is an intensely 
precocious schoolgirl of fifteen growing up with an inborn antagonism to the values 
of provincial life. The high spirits of the narrative effectively conceal the absence of 
plot, much of which is thinly veiled autobiography. But many of Colette’s charac- 
teristic qualities as a writer are already in evidence: her unselfconscious delight in 
Nature, her insight into instinctive behaviour and failure to understand other modes 
of conduct, and the audacity of her comic invention. 


A SOJOURN IN ENGLAND. J. Delves-Broughton. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 254 pages. 


Justin Trevarrack looks after Imelda, a beautiful young Italian, who says his brother 
Guy married her while he was in Italy fighting under Garibaldi. We learn how her 
stay in England affects Justin and Mariana Wycherley, the woman he loves, and of 
Imelda’s own important discovery. There is perception and strength in the drawing 
of Imelda’s character and in the handling of the situation. As in her other novels, 
Miss Delves-Broughton has chosen an historical setting and, while references to the 
struggles in Italy are somewhat laboriously introduced in Imelda’s rather artificial 
broken English, the background of the countryside near London in the late eighteen- 
forties provides much interest. 


GARETH OF ORKNEY. E. M. R. Ditmas. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
268 pages. 

This is the old legend retold of young Gareth’s life at home in the Orkneys and 
subsequently as a scullion in King Arthur's kitchens while he proves himself for 
knighthood. There is much romance, high adventure and battle, and the story gains 
new life and colour in the retelling. The atmosphere of daily life in an age of chivalry 
is vividly conveyed and the air of artificiality that normally surrounds the Arthurian 
tales is, in part, removed thereby. This makes good romantic reading, suitable for the 
younger as well as the older reader. 


THE CROSS AND THE SWORD. Manuel de Jesus Galvan. Translated 
from the Spanish by Robert Graves. Gollancz, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 384 pages. Map. 
Notes. 


A romantic, historical novel. The original is a classic of its type and Robert Graves’ 
presents it in a form that retains its original merit yet makes it a novel in English. 
Galvan writes in the romantic style of the nineteenth century, the characters are 
clearly presented and the historical background is interesting. It is a story of Hispaniola 
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during the early years of the Spanish conquest. A descendant of an Indian queen, 
Enriquillo—the original Spanish title—is brought up by the Spaniards but quarrels 
with them and fices to the mountains. The story of his struggles and their outcome 
gives a good picture of the times. 


THE HAND OF THE WIND. Denys Jones. Cape, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 
316 pages. 

Denys Jones lays the scene of his second novel in Italian Somaliland at the end of the 
British military occupation. Castro Peters, a Brazilian, educated at Oxford and a 
former Wing Commander in the R.A.F., is sent as a United Nations representative 
to advise on the future of the colony. His task is complicated by his love for an anti- 
Fascist countess, and he becomes a target for the hostility both of the vested interests 
of the former Italian colonisers and of the forces striving for African independence. 
A tale of intrigue and violence, told with a fine sense of drama. 


COME, NIGHT: END, DAY! or The Theatre that Came to Stay. 
Jack Jones. Hamish Hamilton, 13s.6d. 1956. 19-5 cm. 280 pages. 


This is the story of the founding in 1894 of a Welsh mining town’s first theatre, of 
Arthur Hollis, who becomes its first manager, and of its indeninn over more than 
half a century. There are failures as well as successes, and problems that arise from a 
variety of causes, from war and unemployment to the emergence of the Super 
Cinema. They are surmounted, partly by good sense, partly by good fortune, and it 
all makes good reading. The characterisation, though perhaps a little less vivid and 
robust than in Rhondda Roundabout, is very good—Hollis himself, his staunch 
supporter Doris Yates, and the housekeeper Nellie Owen, in particular, are excellent— 
and the story is told with considerable skill. 


JOSHUA DOAN. Gladys Francis Lewis. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3-50. 
1956. 21 cm. 320 pages. 


After the American Revolution the Doans had sought to follow their Quaker ways, 
with their brethren, on Canada’s Yarmouth Plain. But the political, social and 
religious injustices of the eighteen-thirties in Upper Canada were not to be ignored. 
Joshua Doan had already subdued his dark and passionate nature to find peace and 
happiness in marriage. Now he faced an even greater struggle. Was he to hold fast to 
his Quaker principles or to fight that men should be free? His spiritual struggle, its 
consequences, and the doomed revolt, work themselves out with the inevitability of a 
Greek tragedy. The background details of daily living lend freshness and authenticity 
to a novel of a hitherto little-known part of the Mackenzie Rebellion. 


THE GREEN HILLS and Other Stories. Walter Macken. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 
1956. 20 cm. 224 pages. 


Mr. Macken, already known as one of the younger Irish dramatists and novelists, here 
uses his home town of Galway—‘the citie of the tribes’—as the background for his 
twenty-two tales. He specialises in the portrayal of ‘characters’, among whom are a 
publican, a bookmaker, a poet, a fisherman, a poacher and a distiller of illicit whisky. 
The overall picture is of a colourful town and surrounding countryside in which 
poverty is offset by high spirits. Mr. Macken writes in the naturalistic tradition and is a 
shrewd observer of men and attitudes, though he has little of that lyrical approach 


so often found in Southern Irish writers. 
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TEN NORTH FREDERICK. John O'Hara. Cresset Press, 16s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 408 pages. 

Joe Chaplin, a leading citizen of a mining town in Pennsylvania, is dead. His friends, 
colleagues and relations gather for the funeral, and through their eyes we begin to see 
what kind of man he was; or rather, how many different kinds of man he was. Though 
not quite so —— as it sometimes promises to be, it does for Pennsylvania what 
the works of John Marquand do for New England: it gives a cross section of the 
social life of the United States in the first half of the present century in a particular 
region, from a patrician point of view. 


LEUCADIAN LEAP. Walter Rilla. Neville Spearman, 13s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
288 pages. 
The story of a middle-aged Oxford don, Frederic Thornton, his infatuation for a 
young girl, his marriage to her mother and the tragic consequences of this to the girl 
herself and to Thornton’s friend whom she marries. Told in retrospect and in great 
detail by Thornton himself, the story raises (as the author’s earlier book did) problems 
about human personality, and will appeal particularly to readers interested in philo- 
sophy and psychology. The episode of Thornton’s early happiness with the girl and 
her mother is beautifully told, but the later part of the book tends to be diffused and 


less well organised. 


GIANT’S ARROW. Anthony Rye. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 222 pages. 


This first novel is concerned primarily with the motives that compel its characters to 
act as they do and with the resulting responsibility for these actions. The egotistical 
George Devere has used his wife Carol as a subservient tool in his climb to success, 
but when he discards her for a more challenging woman the weight of responsibility 
falls on him from the grave. Interwoven with Devere’s story is that of his deeply 
religious business partner Michael Kelly and Michael’s wife Naomi in whom the 
sense of guilt for a past action has built up a private hell of self-torment. The author 
succeeds in creating an absorbing dramatic situation by allowing his characters room 
for development within the framework of a fast moving narrative. 


THE HAPPY EXILES. Felicity Shaw. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 220 pages. 

Taking for her subject the cramped and isolated life of British officials and their wives 
in an unnamed colony, Felicity Shaw has written an amusing comedy of manners 
which touches only lightly on the more serious problems of the colonial service. 
There is the perpetual round of parties attended by the same people and spiced with 
gossip about the unmarried Chief Secretary and a mysterious woman called Sophie, 
there are the mixed sewing-parties organised in a well-meaning but futile effort to 
befriend the native women, and there is the young girl, fresh out from England, in 
search of eligible bachelors. Clearly based on observation, this readable first novel 
shows a lively talent for gentle satire. 


LUCY CROWN. Irwin Shaw. Cape, 16s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 350 pages. 

“When we look back into the past we recognize a moment in time that was decisive, 
at which the pattern of our lives changed. . . . For Lucy Crown it was a summer.’ 
This summer changes the relationship between Lucy and her husband Oliver and 
separates them both, in different ways, from their son Tony. Great insight and 
sensitivity is shown in the study of the development of the three characters and their 
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attempts at understanding. The book, by an author already known for his novels 
about American life, contains some strikingly vivid scenes and is given poignancy by 
the writer’s keen awareness of the part played by chance in human life. 


...- AND THE RAIN MY DRINK. Han Suyin. Cape, 16s. 1956. 
20°5 cm. 320 pages. Map. 

This book reveals what the recent political situation in Malaya means in human 
terms: police officers, informers, popular leaders, terrorists, ordinary people are no 
longer merely members of a class but human beings—Luke Davis, Ah Mei, Sir Moksa 
Bakrar, Big Dog Tsou, Neo Saw—who cannot be classified by, or treated according 
to, cast-iron rules. Han Suyin, already well known for her sensitive and vivid por- 
trayal of life in the Far East, has given us an absorbing, deeply moving book in which 
we enter into the thoughts and feelings of a varied group of characters as their 
fortunes are affected by the political conflicts in the country. 


VIOLA TRICOLOR and CURATOR CARSTEN. Theodor Storm. 
Translated from the German by Bayard Quincy Morgan and Frieda M. Voigt, 
respectively. John Calder, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 128 pages. Chronology. 

Storm (1817-88) was one of the great writers of Novellen, a specifically German type 
of long short-story. His two best known works are Immensee and Der Schimmelreiter, 
but these translations of two of his stories—one about a stepmother’s approach to her 
new stepdaughter, the other deriving from the tragedy of Storm’s own eldest son 
who became a drunkard—should stimulate interest in a North German prose 
writer who was also a significant poet and serve to indicate his impressive quality 
and his almost cinematic narrative technique. 


THE LAST OF BRITAIN. Meriol Trevor. Macmillan, 16s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
448 pages. 

An imaginative novel of sixth century Britain, when Roman civilisation was 
collapsing beneath the Saxon invasion. It tells of a number of noble families in Bath, 
Gloucester and elsewhere and of the intrigue, treachery, danger and decadence that 
surrounded their daily life. The central figure—one Lucius Candidian—finds himself 
unexpectedly elected Prince of Bath and involved, against his wish, in the struggle for 
power. The interplay of character, the clash between the old order and an emergent 
Christianity, the crumbling of a civilisation, are well handled and the story, skilfully 
written, has abundant action and excitement. 


THE MEMOIRS OF A CROSS-EYED MAN. James Wellard. 
Macmillan, 13s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 246 pages. 

Mr. Wellard has, in Thomas Ashe, created a truly comic and memorable character. 
As poet, lover, boxer, ‘lyric’ writer and film actor, Ashe pursues his romantic quest 
with a singlemindedness that wins the reader’s admiration. It is not difficult to identify 
oneself with the mock-heroic Ashe and enjoy his absurd exploits. The actual plot is 
not of much importance and obviously exists so that the hero may be viewed in action. 
Mr. Wellard, however, takes the opportunity of gently satirising a super-colossal 
film organisation named Cosmic International. This is one of those unusual humorous 
novels that can be read with pleasure to the last page. 


WISTANSLOW. Francis Brett Young. Heinemann, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 166 pages. 
Endpaper map. 

This, the late Francis Brett Young’s last work, is an unfinished novel, obviously auto- 

biographical, in which young Richard Verdon is invited by the son of Lord Crowle 
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to stay at Wistanslow, the family’s country seat. Richard is the son of a country doctor 
and this is his first contact with the elegant life and outlook of an aristocratic family. 
His recall to his father’s deathbed was, in his own words, ‘the end of my childhood’. 
There the book ends. Though uncompleted, Wistanslow will delight the author’s 
many admirers, for it has charm and young Richard’s impressions of the great house 
and the family who inhabit it are written with considerable skill and understanding. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE NIGHT-COMERS. Eric Ambler. Heinemann, 13s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
238 pages. 
Set in an island republic which was formerly a part of the Dutch East Indies, this story 
covers the tense, dangerous days of a military rising in which Steve Fraser, a British 
consulting engineer, is unwittingly embroiled. His position is made still more difficult 
by the presence of a Eurasian girl who remains with him throughout the fighting 
until, when some measure of order is restored, he continues his interrupted return to 
England. Mr. Ambler is in excellent form. His story is well written, full of excitement 
and dramatic situation, and the Asian background and atmosphere are skilfully 


handled. 


ONE MAN’S POISON. Sebastian Fox. Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 220 pages. 


A selfish, cruel and vain writer and broadcaster with many admirers but no friends is 
found poisoned on the morning after his fiftieth birthday. Interest is held and suspense 
maintained by a competently constructed plot, and the solution is both ingenious and 
impeccably logical. The book’s greatest virtue, however, lies in the vividness of the 
character drawing. The victim, his young wife, her doctor lover, the shrewd family 
solicitor who solves the mystery and the rest are all stamped with recognisable reality 
in everything they say and do. 


GOODBYE IS NOT WORTHWHILE. William Mole. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. Map. 


Casson Duker, wine-merchant and gifted amateur detective, found himself involved 
in a queer mystery when he went to Barbados to recuperate after an illness. A man 
whom nobody liked was drowned when he went out fishing with his wife in a speed- 
boat. Casson had to decide whether to give the police the facts and the reasons that 
led him to suspect murder and found that delaying a decision put him in greater 
danger than he had bargained for. Mr. Mole tells his story with ingenuity and zest and 
makes skilful use of the exotic Barbadian background. 


Reprints 


THE BOMBARD STORY. Alain Bombard. Translated from the French 
by Brian Connell. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 224 pages. 10 photo- 
graphs. Map. Paper covers. 


To prove that man can, if shipwrecked, live off the sea by means of plankton, fish, 
rain water and, within defined limits, sea water itself, Dr. Bombard experimented 
upon himself in a single-handed voyage across the Atlantic in a rubber dinghy. The 
experiment was a brilliant success, and Dr. Bombard spares no detail, good or bad, of 
his experiences during the sixty-five days he was afloat. 
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THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS. 126 pages. THE ISLAND OF SHEEP. 
246 pages GREENMANTLE. 272 pages) MR. STANDFAST. 348 
pages. THE THREE HOSTAGES. 284 pagess HUNTINGTOWER. 
230 pages. CASTLE GAY. 272 pages. THE HOUSE OF THE FOUR 
WINDS. 238 pages. PRESTER JOHN. 208 pages. JOHN MACNAB. 
248 pages. John Buchan. Reprints. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. each (excepting 
Mr. Standfast, 3s.6d.). 1956. 18 cm. Note on the author. Paper covers. 

John Buchan’s place as a writer of adventure stories is secure. His plots are full of 

action and sometimes complicated, but they are always clear. His characters are deftly 

and convincingly drawn and his descriptive handling of background is admirable. 

Of the ten novels now published simultaneously in this edition, the first five are 

concerned with the adventures of Richard Hannay, whose exploits in espionage and 

counter-espionage make excellent and exciting reading. For one reason or another, 
the first of these is the best-known, but the others undoubtedly merit equal attention. 

The three following books tell of the activities of one Dickson McCunn, a shrewd 

Glasgow grocer who has retired with a comfortable income and becomes involved in 

a series of remarkable events, connected with international political intrigue. The last 

two are different. Prester John, originally intended as a story for boys, is set in South 

Africa, and John McNab is a witty tale of a poaching expedition in Scotland. The 

appearance of these novels at a very reasonable price is certain to add to John Buchan’s 

already numerous readers. 


NEWS FROM NOWHERE or AN EPOCH OF REST. Being some 
chapters from A Utopian Romance. William Morris. Reprint. Nelson, 4s.6d. 1956. 
16 cm. 288 pages. (Nelson Classics) 

News from Nowhere, which first appeared in 1890 in serial form, is William Morris's 

vision of a future socialist world. Although it does not make any marked contribution 

to political thought, it is worth reading for its intrinsic merit and has a particular 
interest for the student of William Morris in that it is his most sustained work of prose 
fiction. This edition is well produced and sturdily bound. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
THE VINE CLAD HILL. Mabel Esther Allan. Bodley Head, 10s.6d. 1956. 
21 cm. 196 pages. Illustrations by T. R. Freeman. 

Seventeen-year-old Philippa Wynyard, who is to enter Cambridge in the autumn, 
goes to Switzerland during the summer with rich Aunt Millicent, to look after her 
four young cousins in return for her food, lodgings and a small salary. There are 
problems, for the young cousins are difficult, both individually and collectively. 
All turns out well in the end, and Philippa has a delightful summer, not least because 
she is able to make something of her wayward cousins and meets, in the process, a nice 
young man. Her story makes pleasant reading for the older girl. 


MY ABC STORY BOOK. MY 1-2-3 STORY BOOK. Jane Clarke. 
Nelson, 5s. each. 1956. 25 cm. 42 pages. Illustrations in colour. (The First-of-All 
Series) 

In the first book brightly coloured illustrations are combined with traditional rhymes 

to form an entertaining way of helping the child to read at home. The second book 

carried the method a step further. Stories are combined with counting methods and 
the subjects are well chosen to amuse the very young. Games are also suggested. 
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OLD PETER’S RUSSIAN TALES. Arthur Ransome. Reprint. Nelson, 
$8. 19$6. 16 cm. 320 pages. Illustrations by Dmitri Mitrokhin. (Nelson Classics) 


‘There is a story to be told about everything in the world’ declares the grandfather 
whose lively imagination is used to make this charming volume into a whole. 
Collected from Russian sources before 1916 and reprinted a number of times, these 
tales, simply written and showing excellent feeling for atmosphere, will continue to 


hold junior readers. 


SEE THE CIRCUS. H. A. Rey. Chatto & Windus, 4s. 1956. Obl. 14 cm. 

22 pages. 11 illustrations in colour. Spiral bound. 
This gay little book consists of eleven pictures, in bright colours, illustrating the scenes 
of a circus. Each picture is ingeniously folded so that it opens to reveal a second, even 
more exciting, scene. A verse in easy English explains each illustration. A charming 


book for small children. 
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